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SAVAGE ARMS

Renowned for
its dependability,
accuracy and affordability,
the AXIS is often a hunter’s
first exposure to the
world of Savage.

AXIS
Detachable Box Magazine + Black Synthetic Stock + Pillar Bedding + Matte Blued Barrel

: AXIS XP
Shop our 3-9x40 Riflescope + Detachable Box Magazine + Black Synthetic Stock

tremendous * Pillar Bedding + Matte Blued Barrel

selection of
Firearms,
Ammunition,
Reloading, AXIS Il XP
Tactical Gear, 3-9x40 Weaver Scope * Detachable Box Magazine * Black Synthetic Stock
Optics & « Pillar Bedding + Matte Blued Barrel - ACCUTRIGGER™
HAccessories!

Hunt with us online at ktp.com or ktpguns.com
Check out our new Facebook Page dedicated to hunting, shooting & fishing enthusiasts

S.eerour lﬁstant coupon on page 50!

Rte 1 Kittery, ME / Mon-Sat 9-9, Sun 10-6 / 888-5817-6246 / ktp.com / ktpguns.com
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ON THE COVER

In 1866, MassWildlife got its start as
a fisheries commission and has along | #
history of fish stocking and fisheries !
research. As a result of stocking
operations that began around the
turn of the 20th century, Largemouth Bass, like
the one on the cover caught in the Connecticut
River, are found statewide. The photos of a
stocking truck and of employees sorting salvaged
fish (both from the 1920s) show early efforts to
provide recreational opportunities to the people
of the Commonwealth.
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From the Director

The year 2016 marks the 150" anniver-
sary of the Division. As we celebrate
this century and a half of conservation,
we take stock and note the many impor-
tant resources held by the agency; over
200,000 acres of land under our care
and control, a new zero-energy field
headquarters building, a stable finan-
cial foundation, and a diverse and
committed staff. We need to build on
this foundation recognizing that the
conservation and management of our
wildlife resources improves the qual-
ity of life enjoyed by Massachusetts
residents, and adds to the strength of
our state’s economy.

As an agency, we will continue to

acknowledge and value the role that hunters, anglers, and trappers have played
in conservation, and recognize their ongoing, absolutely crucial contributions.
Hunters and anglers have served as the bedrock of conservation in Massachusetts.
America’s conservation legacy, which emerged from the vision of Teddy Roosevelt
and others, resulted in large part from their experience as hunters and anglers.
This is more valid today than ever.

Looking to the future, we intend to expand hunting, fishing, and recreational
shooting opportunities; and we intend to make Hunter Education courses more
accessible to a diverse and changing public.

We will continue to expand and develop our outdoor skills programs. The National
Archery in the Schools Program has grown from 27 schools at the beginning of
2014 to over 70 schools statewide. Angler Education programs have been expanded
and new Explore Bowhunting and Learn to Hunt Programs have been launched.

As we continue our land protection program for the benefit of wildlife and the
enjoyment of the public, it is critical that we also increase our investment in habitat
management and stewardship if we are to protect the values of the lands we have
purchased. Conservation science tells us that there is a serious imbalance in the
types and age structure of forests in many areas of the state, a situation that we
are — and must continue — addressing. Using forestry science, we must provide
leadership and influence management decisions on private and municipal land.
Active management is essential if we are to protect these critical resources. Our
aggressive habitat program is resulting in direct benefits to hunters and wildlife.

We will continue monitoring and managing wildlife and fish in the context
of an expanding human population. We must address the abundance of some
wildlife species in urban and suburban areas and identify effective management
approaches - including working to allow more hunting access.

I am pleased to announce several changes that will affect the sporting community:

e Asingle-day Youth Deer Hunt season was established in 2015. Hunters between
the ages of 12 and 17 now have the opportunity to harvest a deer on the 4th
Saturday following Labor Day each year. This extra time afield builds a young
hunter’s confidence and skill. In its first year we issued 1,339 permits to youth
hunters and nearly 150 deer were harvested. (See page 38)

Continued on page 4.

MA Division of Fisheries & Wildlife
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WHEN YOUR HUNT TAKES YOU OVER THE WATER

~ TRUST THE EXPERTS

ut on the water, turn to Bass Pro Shops® and TRACKER® Boats
big bucks or chasing mallards up a slough, we have the

ct boat and hunting supplies to have you ready for your next great hunt. So, whethe,pyou need a high
hunting:parka, or just a new box of ammao, stick wtth the experts.

know-how to help you keep making great huntlng memories.

TRACKER

_boats

When the best hunting is across the river or of
for all the gear you need. Whether island hopping for

perfe
performance 1on boat, new rifle, lightweight
3 and TRACKER Boats’

‘lﬂ h

ROAM FREE AT BASSPRO COM or TRACKERBOAT»S COM

.facebook com/bassproshops th»tter .com/bass_-pro_. shops
One Bass Pro Drive Sy

Foxborough, MA 02035
(508) 216-2000

Hours: Mon-Sat 9am-9pm, Sun 10am-7pm

E BP142756
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About this Guide
This high-quality regulation guide is offered to
you by the Massachusetts Division of Fisheries

& Wildlife through its unique partnership with
J.F. Griffin Publishing, LLC. ;

J.F. Griffin is an award winning publishing house
that specializes in producing state fish & wildlife
regulation guides. J.F. Griffin supports the
Massachusetts Division of Fisheries & Wildlife’s staff
in the design, layout, and editing of the guides. They
also manage the marketing and sales of advertising
to appropriate businesses within the guide.

The revenue generated through ad sales significantly
lowers production costs and generates savings.
These savings translate into additional funds for
other important wildlife and habitat programs.

If you have any feedback or are interested in
advertising, please contact us at 413.884.1001 or
online at www.JFGriffin.com

Designers: Jon Gulley, Evelyn Haddad,
Chris Sobolowski and Dane Fay

) J.E GRIFFIN

PUBLISHING 1:c

430 Main St. Suite 5] Williamstown, MA 01267

Notice

This Guide contains a summary of
the laws and regulations in place as of
October 10, 2015. Any changes in law or
regulation enacted after October 10 are
publicized through releases to the news
media, all license sales outlets, and on
our website. These are not the complete
laws and regulations. Laws and regula-
tions (MGL Ch. 131 and 321 CMR) are
subject to change.

FROM THE DIRECTOR (continued)

e Black Bears may now be hunted statewide as well as during the shotgun deer
season. (See page 33)

e Successful hunters of any age may now use a mobile device to report a harvest
(with the exception of the two-week shotgun deer season, Nov. 28 - Dec. 10,
2016) through the now-mobile-friendly MassFishHunt system.

While there are challenges ahead, the future looks bright, and I look forward to
working with hunters, anglers, trappers, and all citizens to fulfill our public trust
responsibility to the people and natural resources of the Commonwealth. I urge
all to use this guide and enjoy the incredible hunting and angling opportunities
available in Massachusetts.

Jack Buckley, Director

Eileen Long, Age 13, Grafton.
100 Ibs. doe. Mentor: Joe Shepard. Noah Moran, Age 13, Goshen.
189 Ibs., 7 pt. buck. Mentor: Chad Moran.

Since 1938, the Massachusetts Division of Fisheries and Wildlife has
partnered with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, Sportsmen and
Women, and the Fishing, Hunting, Shooting, and Boating Industries,
to fund fish and wildlife conservation projects through the Wildlife
and Sport Fish Restoration Program.
Today, this pioneering program serves

as a cost-effective model for fish and
wildlife conservation by providing

fishing and hunting access to those who
both funded and directly benefit from

the resource —the anglers and hunters.
Their contributions through this “user pay,
public benefit” conservation model —
funded by license purchases and excise
taxes on fishing and hunting equipment —
benefit all Massachusetts residents.

www.mass.gov/masswildlife MA Division of Fisheries & Wildlife
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Division of Fisheries & Wildlife Directory

MassWildlife Offices

<< Fish Hatcheries
*  MassWildlife Lands

BOSTON OFFICE
251 Causeway Street, Ste. 400, Boston 02114
(617) 626-1590

Administrative Offices

FIELD HEADQUARTERS
1 Rabbit Hill Road, Westborough 01581
(508) 389-6300
Administration, Realty, Fisheries, Wildlife,
Information & Education, Hunter Education, and
Natural Heritage & Endangered Species Program

WESTERN WILDLIFE DISTRICT
88 Old Windsor Road, Dalton 01226
(413) 684-1646

Andrew Madden, District Supervisor

CONNECTICUT VALLEY WILDLIFE DISTRICT
341 East Street, Belchertown 01007
(413) 323-7632
Ralph Taylor, District Supervisor

CENTRAL WILDLIFE DISTRICT
211 Temple Street, West Boylston 01583
(508) 835-3607

Bill Davis, District Supervisor

NORTHEAST WILDLIFE DISTRICT
85 Fitchburg Road, Ayer 01432
(978) 772-2145

Patricia Huckery, District Supervisor

SOUTHEAST WILDLIFE DISTRICT
195 Bournedale Road, Buzzards Bay 02532
(508) 759-3406

Jason Zimmer, District Supervisor

2016 Guide to Hunting, Fishing and Trapping

All DFW lands and facilities
are open to anyone without
regard to race, color, creed,
sex, handicap, or age.

McLAUGHLIN FISH HATCHERY
90 East Street, Belchertown 01007
(413) 323-7671

Jim Hahn, Hatchery Supervisor

SUNDERLAND FISH HATCHERY
559 Amherst Road, Sunderland 01375
(413) 665-4680
Chuck Bell, Hatchery Supervisor

BITZER FISH HATCHERY
37 Hatchery Road, Montague 01351
(413) 367-2477
John Williams, Hatchery Supervisor

SANDWICH FISH HATCHERY
164 Rte 6A, Sandwich 02563
(508) 888-0008

Adam Davies, Hatchery Supervisor

DEPARTMENT OF FISH AND GAME OFFICE
251 Causeway Street, Ste. 400, Boston, 02114
(617) 626-1500

George Peterson Jr., Commissioner

VISIT US AT
mass.gov/masswildlife
facebook.com/masswildlife

QUESTIONS?

Email us at mass.wildlife @state.ma.us
Get MassWildlife E-Newsletter: mass.gov/dfw/newsletter
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Office of Law Enforcement—Environmental Police

TO REPORT VIOLATIONS
Radio Room
(800) 632-8075

www.mass.gov/ole

OFFICE OF LAW
ENFORCEMENT(BOSTON)
Colonel James McGinn, Director
(617) 626-1650
(617) 626-1670 fax
251 Causeway Street, Suite 100
Boston, MA 02114

Lieutenant Colonel Brian Perrin,
Deputy Director

(617) 626-1653

(617) 626-1670 fax

INLAND LAW ENFORCEMENT

Inland Bureau Headquarters

COASTAL LAW ENFORCEMENT

Coastal Bureau Headquarters

Vacant, Coastal Bureau Chief
(781) 740-2577

(781) 740-2442

(781) 740-1163

(781) 740-4113 fax

30 Shipyard Drive, Building 45
Hingham, MA 02043

Captain Patrick Moran,

Coastal South Deputy Bureau Chief
(508) 992-8321

(508) 992-8323 fax

Captain Roger Thurlow,

Coastal North Deputy Bureau Chief
(978) 283-7764

(978) 283-1162

(978) 283-6729 fax

Detective Lieutenant John Girvalakis,
Boat & Recreation Vehicle Office:
(508) 564-4961

(508) 564-4964 fax

Lt. Michael Grady, Training
(508) 366-6537

ENVIRONMENTAL CRIMES
STRIKE FORCE
Detective Sergeant Andrew Beaulieu
(617) 727-2200
(617) 727-5755 fax
1 Ashburton Place
Boston, MA 02108

BOAT AND RECREATION
VEHICLE OFFICE

(508) 564-4961

(508) 564-4962

(508) 564-4963

Major Wilton F. Gray III,

Inland Bureau Chief

Captain Robert Forsythe,

Inland East Deputy Bureau Chief

SPECIAL OPERATIONS:

BOAT AND RECREATION
VEHICLE SAFETY BUREAU and
MARINE THEFT BUREAU

(508) 564-4964 fax
5202 Ent Steet,
Buzzards Bay, MA 02542

(508) 366-1176

(508) 366-6537

(508) 366-1182 fax

183 Milk Street
Westborough, MA 01581

Captain David Loos,

Inland West Deputy Bureau Chief
(413) 543-8616

(413) 543-7963 fax

18 Lake Dr.

Indian Orchard 01151

Major William Bilotta,
Special Operations

(617) 626-1663

(617) 626-1658 fax

251 Causeway Street, Suite 100
Boston MA, 02114

Captain Merri Walker,
State Boating Law Administrator
(508) 366-6537

SALVAGE OF DEER & MOOSE

ROAD-KILLED DEER may be kept by a Massachusetts driver or
passenger of vehicle killing said deer if reported to Law Enforcement
at (800) 632-8075 immediately and then tagged at a DFW or
Environmental Police office within 24 hours.

ROAD-KILLED MOOSE may NOT be kept by a Massachusetts driver
or passenger of the vehicle killing the moose. The disposition of any
moose carcass is only at the discretion of the Environmental Police
or the Division of Fisheries & Wildlife. To report a road-killed moose,

call the DFW at (508) 389-6300.

www.mass.gov/ole

www.mass.gov/masswildlife

BOAT, ATV, and SNOWMOBILE
REGISTRATION OFFICES

Boston

251 Causeway St., Suite 100
Boston, MA 02114

(617) 626-1610

(617) 626-1630 fax

Fall River

218 South Main Street, 3rd Floor
Fall River, MA 02721

(508) 679-8287

(508) 679-0060 fax

Hyannis

60 Perseverance Way, Suite 101
Hyannis, MA 02601

(508) 771-8382

(508) 771-2334 fax

Springfield

STCC Technology Park

1 Federal Street, Bldg 101
Springfield, MA 01105
(413) 733-1642

(413) 733-2154 fax

Worcester

67 Millbrook Street
Suite 350, 3rd Floor
Worcester, MA 01606
(508) 753-0603

(508) 752-6132 fax

MA Division of Fisheries & Wildlife
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The full line of new Yamaha ATVs & SxS vehicles.

Introducing the latest members of the Yamaha off-road family. The all-new Kodiak 700 ATVs,
available in three great models starting at just $6,9997% offer the ultimate combination of
performance, durability, comfort and value — and are all engineered to tackle the toughest
hunts 24/7. The all-new Grizzly, available in four class-leading models, delivers more trail-taming
performance, power and comfort than ever. And Yamaha Side x Sides, including the Viking,
Viking VI and all-new Wolverines, offer unmatched Real World Tough durability and off-road
capability for two to six people. So if you're searching for the ultimate ATV or Side x Side,

call off the hunt and get a Yamaha.

All off highway vehicles (OHV) must be registered. (MGL Ch90 B) Written permission is required to operate on land of another.
0HVs are limited in Operation to specific DCR properties on designated trails. OHVs are prohibited on MassWildlife lands unless
a specific permit has been issued. For more information call the Environmental Police at (617) 626-1660.

For your nearest Pro Yamaha dealer and to learn more about the full line

(s Heart™
of Yamaha ATVs and Side x Sides, visit YamahaOutdoors.com ev our.

*Subject to change. - ATVs shown are recommended for use only by riders age 16 years and older. Yamaha recommends that all ATV riders take an approved training course. For safety and training information, see your dealer or call the ATV Safety Institute
at 1-800-887-2887. ATVs can be hazardous to operate. For your safety: Always avoid paved surfaces. Never ride on public roads. Always wear a helmet, eye protection and protective clothing; never carry passengers; never engage in stunt riding; riding
and alcohol/drugs don't mix; avoid excessive speed; and be particularly careful on difficult terrain. - For SxS: Always protect the environment and wear your seat belt, helmet, eye protection and protective clothing. Read the owner's manual and product
warning labels before operation. - Specifications subject to change without notice. Professional riders depicted on a closed course. Models shown with optional Genuine Yamaha Accessories. ©2015 Yamaha Motor Corporation. U.S.A. All rights reserved
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Massachusetts
hunters

often rely on
the unique
perspective and
cover provided
by the platform
of a treestand.

Perched above the forest floor, sportsmen
and women can take in the view and apply
their skills. Treestand-related accidents have
increased with the rise in treestand use. Learn
what you need to know to stay safe in the trees.

www.mass.gov/masswildlife

ers to construct their own stands out of
whatever scrap lumber they had on hand.

But even the best of these homemade stands

rot and fall apart under the combined forces of

tree growth and New England weather. Fortu-
nately, today’s manufactured portable trees-
tands offer many options to hunters. Stands
endorsed by the Treestand Manufacturer’s As-
sociation go through extensive testing to ensure
they are properly engineered and constructed.

Modern stands and climbing equipment are saf-

er, but basic safety precautions are still required

to avoid a potentially life-threatening fall:

e Follow all the manufacturer’s instructions
for your equipment. Each manufacturer may
have a slightly different system for attaching
and using a stand, so it’s important to read
and understand your particular model.
Practice setting up your stand at ground level
so you become familiar with your equipment
well before the hunting season.

Inspect the stand for damage or wear before
each use. Any stand can break or wear out
over time. Buckles can get damaged in stor-
age, straps can be damaged by rodents, etc.
Check equipment at home before you take to
the field; the last thing you want to do is lug
a stand into the woods only to find out that
you are missing a piece or that a component
has been damaged.

Make sure the tree you select is alive, healthy,
straight, and large enough to support your
weight and to work properly with the stand’s
mounting hardware. It’s important to avoid
selecting a leaning or unhealthy tree even if
it’sin the perfect location. Remember, hunt-
ing happens in all kinds of weather condi-
tions. Sitting in a dead tree during a gusting
wind storm is not a good thing. Make sure
that surrounding trees will not pose a threat;
avoid locations where large, dead limbs may
fall on you or your stand.

Don’t leave a stand attached for more than
two weeks without adjusting the mounting
hardware to account for tree growth, move-
ment, and other factors.

Always use a Full Body Fall Arrest Harness
System (FBFAHS). No treestand hunter
should be without this critical piece of equip-
ment. Just as you need to practice setting up
your stand at ground level, you should also
practice using your FBFAHS at ground level
with a helper.

Setting up or taking down your stand is a par-
ticularly dangerous time since you need your
hands to be free. Use a lineman’s belt to keep
you connected to the tree at all times. The
lineman’s belt should attach directly to your
FBFAHS and allow you freedom of movement
while preventing a fall.

If using a hang-on stand, you will need to
secure a climbing device (sticks or ladder) as
well. Position your climbing device and stand
so that you step down onto the center of
the platform when you arrive at your perch.

Y ears ago it was common practice for hunt-

Continued on page 11

Photo © Bill Byrne
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Summary of Hunting Season Dates-

For further information regarding specific bag, possession, and season limits
please visit the pages noted in the table below.

OPEN SEASON
(All Dates Inclusive)

BLACK BEAR See page 33 for bag limits

Sept. 6 - Sept. 24
Nov. 7 - Nov. 26
Nov. 28 - Dec. 10

Black Bear (Big Game) Zones 1-14

UPLAND GAME BIRDS*
Spring: Zones 1-13

See page 34 for bag limits
April 25 - May 21

by
-

; : Fall: Zones 1-13 Oct. 24 - Nov. 5
Wild Turkey (Big Game) Youth Hunt: April 23
Zones 1-13 (special restrictions apply**)
Crow Jan. 1 - April 9
July 1 - April 10, 2017
Pheasant Oct. 15 - Nov. 26
Youth Hunt See page 47.
Quail Zones 11-14 Oct. 15 - Nov. 26

Ruffed Grouse Oct. 15 - Nov. 26
* Upland game bird hunting is closed during shotgun deer season. Migratory
game birds (includes waterfowl, woodcock, snipe, rails): Seasons set annually.
See Migratory Game Bird Abstract posted in the spring.
** Must have completed the youth turkey hunt program (page 47).

Youth Deer Hunt October 1
Paraplegic Hunt Nov. 3 - Nov. 5
Archery Oct. 17 - Nov. 26
Shotgun Nov. 28 - Dec. 10
Primitive Firearms Dec. 12 - Dec. 31

Deer (Big Game)

RABBITS & SQUIRRELS See page 40 for bag limits

Zones 1-12 Jan. 1 - Feb. 29
Cottontail Oct. 15 - Feb. 28, 2017
Rabbit Jan. 1 - Feb. 29
Lores 1End 1 Nov. 15 - Feb. 28, 2017
Jan. 1 - Feb. 29
daniss =4 Oct. 15 - Feb. 28, 2017
Jan.1-Feb.5
Snowshoe Hare Zones 5-12 Oct. 15 - Feb, 4, 2017
Jan. 1 -Feb. 5

Zones 13 .and 14 Nov. 16 - Feb. 4, 2017

Jackrabbit Zone 14 Nov. 15 - Dec. 31
Grav Sauirrel Zones 1-9 Sept. 12 - Jan. 2, 2017
¥4 Zones 10-14 Oct. 15 - Jan. 2, 2017

Rabbit, jackrabbit, hare, and squirrel hunting are closed during shotgun deer season.

” FURBEARERS See page 42 for bag limits
Jan. 1 - Mar. 8
Bobeat Zones 1-8 Dec. 20 - Mar. 8, 2017
Coyote Jan. 1 - Mar. 8
Oct. 15 - Mar. 8, 2017
Fox (red or gray) " Jan. 1 - Feb. 29
ov. 1 - Feb. 28, 2017
Raccoon Jan. 1 -Jan. 30
Oct. 1 - Jan. 31, 2017
Opossum Jan. 1 -Jan. 30
Oct. 1 - Jan. 31,2017
All furbearer hunting seasons are closed during shotgun deer season except for coyotes.

!" ARCHERY & ACCESSORIES
.’" FIREARMS BOUGHT, SOLD & TRADED
l‘ AMMUNITION & FIREARM ACCESSORIES

" HUNTING SCENTS, LURES & COVERS

.’,‘ BLACK POWDER GUNS & ACCESSORIES

,’_‘ GAME CHECK STATION

!_‘ CASUAL & HUNTING CLOTHES

!.‘ GAME PROCESSING EQUIP. & SEASONING
\ !

T

V5%

#) FFL TRANSFERS

2016 Guide to Hunting, Fishing and Trapping
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Sunrise-Sunset
2016 SUNRISE-SUNSET TABLE for WORCESTER, Massachusetts

January February May September October November | December

Rise  Set | Rise Set Rise  Set Rise  Set | Rise Set | Rise Set | Rise Set
AM PM | AM PM AM PM | AM PM | AM PM | AM PM
7:16  4:25 7:01 5:01 6:22 5:38 6:29 7:14 5:42 7:47 5:13 8:18 5:15 8:27 5:41 8:06 6:13 7:20 6:45 6:28 7:21 5:40 6:57 4:16
716 4:26 7:00 5:02 6:20 5:39 6:27 7:15 5:41 7:48 5:13 8:18 5:15 8:27 5:42 8:05 6:14 7:19 6:46 6:26 7:22 5:39 6:58 4:16
7:16 4:27 6:59 5:04 6:18 5:40 6:26 7:16 5:39 7:49 5:12 8:19 5:16 8:27 5:43 8:03 6:15 7:17 6:47 6:24 7:23 5:38 6:59 4:15
7:16 4:28 6:58 5:05 6:17 5:41 6:24 7:17 5:38 7:51 5:12 8:20 5:16 8:27 5:44 8:02 6:16 7:15 6:48 6:23 7:25 5:36 7:00 4:15
716 4:29 6:57 5:06 6:15 5:43 6:22 7:18 5:37 7:52 5:12 8:20 5:17 8:26 5:45 8:01 6:17 7:13 6:49 6:21 7:26 5:35 7:01 4:15
7:16 4:30 6:56 5:07 6:14 5:44 6:20 7:19 5:36 7:53 5:11 8:21 5:18 8:26 5:46 8:00 6:18 7:12 6:50 6:19 6:27 4:34 7:02 4:15
716 4:31 6:54 5:09 6:12 5:45 6:19 7:20 5:34 7:54 5:11 8:22 5:18 8:26 5:47 7:58 6:19 7:10 6:51 6:18 6:28 4:33 7:03 4:15
716 4:32 6:53 5:10 6:10 5:46 6:17 7:21 5:33 7:55 5:11 8:22 5:19 8:25 5:48 7:57 6:20 7:08 6:53 6:16 6:30 4:32 7:04 4:15
716 4:33 6:52 5:11 6:09 547 6:15 7:23 5:32 7:56 5:11 8:23 5:20 8:25 5:49 7:56 6:21 7:07 6:54 6:14 6:31 4:31 7:05 4:15
715 4:34 6:51 5:13 6:07 5149 6:14 7:24 5:31 7:57 5:10 8:23 5:21 8:24 5:50 7:54 6:22 7:05 6:55 6:13 6:32 4:30 7:06 4:15
1" 7:15 4:35 6:50 5:14 6:05 5:50 6:12 7:25 5:30 7:58 5:10 8:24 5:21 8:24 5:51 7:53 6:24 7:03 6:56 6:11 6:33 4:29 7:06 4:15
12 715 4:36 6:48 5:15 6:03 551 6:11 7:26 5:29 7:59 5:10 8:24 5:22 8:23 5:52 7:52 6:25 7:01 6:57 6:09 6:35 4:28 7:07 4:15
13 7:15 4:37 6:47 5:17 7:02 6:52 6:09 7:27 5:28 8:00 5:10 8:25 5:23 8:23 5:53 7:50 6:26 7:00 6:58 6:08 6:36 4:27 7:08 4:15
14 7114 4:39 6:46 5:18 7:00 6:53 6:07 7:28 5:27 8:01 5:10 8:25 5:24 8:22 5:54 7:49 6:27 6:58 6:59 6:06 6:37 4:26 7:09 4:16
15 7:14 4:40 6:44 5:19 6:58 6:54 6:06 7:29 5:26 8:02 5:10 8:26 5:25 8:22 5:55 7:47 6:28 6:56 7:01 6:05 6:38 4:25 7:09 4:16
16 7:13 4:41 6:43 5:20 6:57 6:55 6:04 7:30 5:25 8:03 5:10 8:26 5:25 8:21 5:56 7:46 6:29 6:54 7:02 6:03 6:40 4:24 7:10 4:16
17 713 4:42 6:41 5:22 6:55 6:57 6:03 7:32 5:24 8:04 5:10 8:26 5:26 8:20 5:57 7:44 6:30 6:52 7:03 6:01 6:41 4:23 7:11 4:16
18 712 4:43 6:40 5:23 6:53 6:58 6:01 7:33 5:23 8:05 5:10 8:27 5:27 8:19 5:58 7:43 6:31 6:51 7:04 6:00 6:42 4:23 7:11 4:17
19 712 4:44 6:39 5:24 6:51 6:59 5:59 7:34 5:22 8:06 5:11 8:27 5:28 8:19 5:59 7:41 6:32 6:49 7:05 5:58 6:43 4:22 7:12 4:17
20 7:11 4:46 6:37 5:25 6:50 7:00 5:58 7:35 5:21 8:07 5:11 8:27 5:29 8:18 6:00 7:40 6:33 6:47 7:06 5:57 6:45 4:21 7:12 4:18
21 7110 4:47 6:36 5:27 6:48 7:01 5:56 7:36 5:20 8:08 5:11 8:27 5:30 8:17 6:01 7:38 6:34 6:45 7:08 5:55 6:46 4:20 7:13 4:18
22 7110 4:48 6:34 5:28 6:46 7:02 5:55 7:37 5:19 8:09 b5:11 8:28 5:31 8:16 6:02 7:37 6:35 6:44 7:09 5:54 6:47 4:20 7:13 4:19
23 7:09 4:49 6:33 5:29 6:45 7:03 5:53 7:38 5:19 8:10 5:11 8:28 5:32 8:15 6:04 7:35 6:36 6:42 7:10 5:52 6:48 4:19 7:14 4:19
24 7:08 4:51 6:31 5:30 6:43 7:05 5:52 7:39 5:18 8:11 5:12 8:28 5:33 8:14 6:05 7:33 6:37 6:40 7:11 5:51 6:49 4:19 7:14 4:20
25 7:07 4:52 6:30 5:32 6:41 7:06 5:50 7:41 5:17 8:12 5:12 8:28 5:34 8:13 6:06 7:32 6:38 6:38 7:12 5:50 6:50 4:18 7:15 4:21
26 7:07 4:53 6:28 5:33 6:39 7:07 5:49 7:42 5:16 8:13 5:12 8:28 5:35 8:12 6:07 7:30 6:39 6:37 7:14 5:48 6:52 4:18 7:15 4:21
27 7:06 4:54 6:27 5:34 6:38 7:08 5:48 7:43 5:16 8:14 5:13 8:28 5:36 8:11 6:08 7:29 6:40 6:35 7:15 5:47 6:53 4:17 7:15 4:22
28 7:05 4:56 6:25 5:35 6:36 7:09 5:46 7:44 5:15 8:14 5:13 8:28 5:36 8:10 6:09 7:27 6:42 6:33 7:16 5:45 6:54 4:17 7:16 4:23
29 7:04 4:57 6:23 5:37 6:34 7:10 5:45 7:45 5:15 8:15 5:14 8:28 5:37 8:09 6:10 7:25 6:43 6:31 7:17 5:44 6:55 4:16 7:16 4:23
30 7:03 4:58 6:32 7:11 5:43 7:46 5:14 8:16 5:14 8:28 5:38 8:08 6:11 7:24 6:44 6:30 7:19 5:43 6:56 4:16 7:16 4:24
31 7:02 5:00 6:31 7:12 5:14 8:17 5:40 8:07 6:12 7:22 7:20 5:41 716 4:25
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Table is EASTERN STANDARD TIME. Table has been adjusted for daylight savings time — seen in bold.
BOSTON subtract 3 minutes; SPRINGFIELD add 3 minutes; PITTSFIELD add 7 minutes.
Source: U. S. Naval Observatory, Astronomical Applications Department, Washington, D.C. 20392-5420

DO YOU WANT TO KNOW WHERE TO GO FISHING OR BOATING?

Public Access to the Waters of Massachusetts is a 146 page map booklet
that provides information about current fishing and boating access sites.
Send $8.00 payable to the Commonwealth of MA by check to:

Office of Fishing & Boating Access
Department of Fish & Game

1 Rabbit Hill Road

Westborough, MA 01581

For more information call (508) 389-7810, or see mass.gov/fba

www.mass.gov/masswildlife MA Division of Fisheries & Wildlife
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Continued from page 8

If the last step is too low and you are forced
to step up onto the platform, or onto one
side of it, the unbalanced weight may cause
the platform to shift. Likewise, when leaving
the stand, keep your weight centered on the
platform as you step up and off of it.
e When using a hang-on or ladder stand, use
the “three point method” when climbing,
and always use a haul line. These two rules
go together. Most accidents happen when
hunters climb into or out of the stand, and
this tends to be the time when many hunt-
ers get careless about staying connected to
the tree. When climbing, make sure you are
in contact with your climbing device(s) with
three points at all times (both feet and one
hand or two hands and a foot). Obviously,
your hands should be free for climbing; use
a haul line to transport gear up and down.
Use a haul line to pass your equipment up
or down from the stand. Firearms should
be unloaded and arrows should be quivered
during this time. The line should not be tied
through the trigger guard of a firearm, or
in such a way that the muzzle will point up
toward you, or down into the dirt/snow,
while it is suspended. Covering the muzzle
with a glove when hauling will prevent the
barrel from collecting any potential obstruc-
tions. When hauling a bow, the exposed ar-
row fletching should be pointed down when
hauling up, and up when lowering the bow.
This protects the fletching from potentially
damaging bumps and snags. The broadheads
are already protected by the quiver.
Remain attached to the tree at all times. One
method is to use a climbing rope. Once the
stand is secured in place, attach a length of
climbing rope above the platform level, and
then to the base of the tree for a hang-on
stand, or to the base of the ladder. The rope
should be taut and placed so you won’t get
tangled in it during a climb, but adjacent to
the ladder or climbing stick so that you can
reach it in the event of a fall. Use a prusik
knot on this rope (available where you buy
your FBFAHS, climbing rope, or online) and

attach your tether to the climbing line via the
carabineer on the prusik knot during the en-
tire ascent/decent from the stand. The key,
as always, is to remain attached at all times!

e The tether of your FBFAHS should be ad-
justed so that you will not hang lower than
the level of your stand in the event of a fall.
In other words, when you are seated in your
stand, the tether of your FBFAHS should be
attached to the tree strap so that there is
very little slack.

¢ Never place your stand higher than 16 feet.
The added danger of going higher than
16 feet or so isn’t worth any perceived ad-
vantage. In fact, the higher you place your
stand, the worse your shooting angles and
opportunities become. A stand placed be-
tween 8-16 feet high retains the advantages
of getting you up out of the animal’s line of
sight and smell, but also allows for ethical
shot placement nearly anywhere within your
range other than directly below the stand.

Hunting in a safe, responsible, ethical way
should be paramount in the hunter’s out-
door pursuits. Following these basic trees-
tand safety rules will help ensure that you get
home safely and will be able to enjoy many
more hunts in the future. Those who want to
learn more about treestand safety have many
resources. Experienced and beginning hunt-
ers alike are encouraged to take Bowhunter
Education, a (free) advanced course offered
by MassWildlife’s Hunter Education Program;
learn more at mass.gov/dfw/huntered. Read
more about treestand hunting and safety at
mass.gov/dfw/treestand. And for even more,
check out nbef.org (National Bowhunter Edu-
cation Foundation) and tmastands.com (Tree-
stand Manufacturer’s Association).

Full Body Fall Arrest Harness Systems

Modern FBFAHS gear includes different styles of full body harnesses which distribute the
impact of a fall and greatly reduces the potential for injury. Their design also helps ensure
that a fall victim is in an upright position, improving chance of recovery. The full body har-
ness is the only style that we recommend today. The FAS is not a piece of equipment to
take lightly. Go ahead and price shop on stands, but do not buy a cheap fall arrest device:

your life does depend on it!

Hanging around after a fall for too long in even the best gear can cause suspension trauma
and death, so it’s important to practice suspension relief while in the harness, and recover-
ing from the suspended position. Do not attempt this without a helper. When practicing,
always set up so that your feet can easily reach the ground to stand if needed.

Harness Systems have an expiration date; be sure to check your equipment and replace
any expired components. In addition, the FBFAHS must be discarded and replaced after a
fall has occurred.

2016 Guide to Hunting, Fishing and Trapping
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Practice suspension relief and recovery
while in the harness; do not attempt this
alone. Set up so your feet can easily reach
the ground to stand if needed.

There should be very little slack between
the Full Body Fall Arrest Harness System
and the tree.

Always set your steps so that you step down
onto the center of your stand platform when
entering; otherwise the platform may shift
under your weight. Reverse the process
when exiting the stand, keeping your weight
centered on the platform.

11
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Licenses

HUNTING, FRESHWATER FISHING,
& TRAPPING LICENSES

Licenses are valid from January 1
through December 31 (except for lim-
ited term licenses). Licenses, stamps,
and permits may be purchased on-line
at www.mass.gov/massfishhunt. Licenses
are also issued by DFW offices, some city
and town clerks, and selected sporting
goods retailers.

LICENSES ARE REQUIRED for all persons 15
years of age and over for hunting any
bird or mammal; and/or for fishing the
inland waters of Massachusetts. Hunting
or Sporting licenses for anyone aged 18
years or older can be purchased only if
the buyer has successfully completed a
Basic Hunter Education course or held
a hunting license anywhere in North
America prior to 2007. Minors see below.

Hunting, fishing, and trapping are per-
mitted on private land that is not posted
against trespass. As a courtesy, contact
the landowner for permission in advance.
Landowners with posted land may pro-
vide (written) permission for individuals
to access their property. Written land-
owner permission is required to trap on
posted land.

No freshwater (inland) fishing license
is required on the Merrimack River sea-
ward of the first upstream bridge (north-
bound traffic) of Route 495 in Haverhill.
(Saltwater fishing permit required.)

A trapping license is required for
persons aged 12 years and over. Please
see additional information on trapping,
pages 43-45.

Hunters and anglers may display a
true, complete and legible image of a
valid license using a mobile device. Hunt-
ers must still comply with all tagging
requirements. If a tag is required, as it is
for hunting deer, bear, and turkey, hunt-
ers must carry a paper copy of the tag
attached to the appropriate documenta-
tion (i.e. license or permit).

MINORS (RESIDENTS & NON-RESIDENTS):
15-17 years of age must be licensed and
have required stamps and permits to
hunt any bird or mammal. To obtain a
hunting or sporting license, a minor must
have a letter of consent from a parent
or guardian and either a Basic Hunter
Education Certificate from anywhere in
North America or a letter signed by a

parent affirming that the minor will be
accompanied by a person 18 years of
age or older. Minor hunting and sport-
ing licenses can only be purchased from
DFW offices or license vendors, a vendor
must verify the minor has a consent let-
ter and either a Basic Hunter Education
Certificate or an "adult accompaniment”
letter. Minors must carry their Hunter
Education Certificate while hunting. If
gun hunting, a Firearms Identification
card (FID) is required.

Minors between 12 and 14 inclusive
may hunt when accompanied by a duly
licensed adult, provided that a single
bag limit shall be observed and only one
firearm/bow is possessed by the two.
Only one minor per adult is permitted.
No Firearms Identification (FID) card is
needed by the minor. No person under
the age of 12 may hunt.

RESIDENCY REQUIREMENT: To obtain a
resident license, applicant must reside
in Massachusetts for six consecutive
months immediately prior to purchase.

NON-RESIDENTS: A valid Massachusetts
non-resident license (hunting, fishing, or
trapping) is required of all non-residents.
A big game license (license Class H5) is
required to hunt deer, bear, and wild tur-
key. For more information, see page 26.

Minors 12-17 may obtain a trapping
license. To obtain a trapping license a
minor must have a letter of consent from
a parent or guardian. Minor trapping
licenses can only be purchased from
DFW offices or license vendors, not from
a personal computer, as vendor must
verify the minor has a consent letter. To
trap on the land of another, a minor must
have a trap registration number which
requires proof of completion of a Trapper
Education course from any U.S. state. See
below for trap registration information.

TRAP REGISTRATION NUMBERS are required
to trap on the land of another and may be
obtained from the Permit Section, Boston
Office (617) 626-1575 after completing a
Trapper Education course from any U.S.
state.

FURBUYER LICENSES
A furbuyer is any person who buys or sells
raw furs. A valid Massachusetts furbuyer

www.mass.gov/masswildlife

license is required for any person who is
receiving, buying, or bartering the raw
pelts of wild animals. This includes per-
sons handling green pelts (pelts that have
not been dried or tanned) or raw pelts
(pelts, including green pelts, which have
been dried, fleshed or cured). A permit is
not required if a skin or skins are pur-
chased from a licensed furbuyer, hunter,
or trapper for the personal use of the
purchaser and not for sale.

Licenses are valid from January 1 to
December 31. Furbuyers receive a report-
ing book in which they must record trans-
actions of pelts received as they occur.
Log books must be open to inspection by
Environmental Police Officers (EPOs) or
any agents of the Division of Fisheries &
Wildlife (DFW) at any reasonable time.

Furbuyer annual report forms from
record books must be initialed by an
EPO and submitted yearly to the Divi-
sion no later than April 1.

Applications for furbuyer licenses or
a listing of current furbuyers can be
obtained by calling (617) 626-1575, or
by writing the Boston office of the Divi-
sion of Fisheries & Wildlife.

PERMITS

SPECIAL LICENSES OR PERMITS are neces-
sary for sale, possession, importation or
release of certain fish and wildlife, and
for fur dealers, propagators, wildlife reha-
bilitators, taxidermists and/or fur buyers.
Sale and importation of baitfish require
separate dealer and importation permits.
Apply to the DFW Boston office, Permit
Section (617) 626-1575. Contact Field
Headquarters at (508) 389-6300 about
permits for crossbows, falconry, problem
animal control, or shooting preserves.

AGRICULTURAL LANDOWNERS: If you own
or lease land that is principally used for
agriculture and you are domiciled on said
land, then you do not need a hunting, fish-
ing, or trapping license to hunt, fish, or
trap on that land. Permits and stamps are
still required.

HUNTING PERMITS: Bear, turkey, and ant-
lerless deer permits are not transferable.
They may only be used by the hunter to
whom they are issued.

ANTLERLESS DEER PERMIT: Required to
take an antlerless deer during archery,

MA Division of Fisheries & Wildlife
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shotgun, and primitive firearms seasons
in all zones. The deadline to apply for
an antlerless deer permit is July 16 at
any license vendor or online through the
MassFishHunt system. Only one applica-
tion per person. The application is free.
Between August 1 and December 31,
hunters must return to the MassFishHunt
system (www.mass.gov/massfishhunt) to
try to draw an antlerless deer permit for
the zone in which they applied. Noti-
fication of whether the applicant was
successful will be instant. Selection is
random and the odds of drawing a permit
remain the same throughout the instant
award period (instant award permit issu-
ance is NOT first-come-first-served). The
odds of drawing a permit depend on the
number of antlerless deer permits allo-
cated for a given zone and the number
of hunters who applied for that zone.
Successful applicants will be assessed
a $5.00 fee and may print the permit
immediately or at a later date. See web-
site for information on how to purchase
additional antlerless deer permits from
zones where there were fewer applicants
than permits allocated.

C ACCESS

LORADO.

YOUTH DEER HUNT PERMIT: Youth aged 12-17
are required to obtain a free permit to hunt
on the 4th Saturday following Labor Day.
See page 38.

BEARPERMIT: Required to hunt bear. Hunt-
ers may purchase this permit when pur-
chasing their hunting/sporting license or
at any time prior to the end of the third
segment of the bear season through any
license vendor or online computer. Fee
is $5.00.

TURKEY PERMIT: Required to hunt turkey.
Hunters may purchase this permit when
purchasing their hunting/sporting license
or at any time prior to the end of the fall
turkey season through any license vendor
or online computer. Fee is $5.00.

HARVEST INFORMATION PROGRAM (H.I.P.):
Woodcock, rail, coot, snipe, and waterfowl
hunters must complete a Harvest Informa-
tion Program (H.L.P.) survey when they
purchase their license and/or the Mas-
sachusetts waterfowl stamp through any
license vendor or online computer. Once
the survey is completed, that fact is printed

o Sleek, low profile design

seals on all four sides

e Custom fit for all popular truck models

All Season Cargo Protection

e Lockable to protect cargo-cover

on the license, providing proof the survey
has been completed. There is no fee.

STAMPS
ARCHERY: ($5.10) Required to hunt deer
during the archery season.

PRIMITIVE FIREARMS: ($5.10) Required to hunt
deer during the primitive firearms season.

MASSACHUSETTS WATERFOWL: ($5.00)
Required of all waterfowl hunters aged 15
and over. Stamp is not required for hunting
woodcock, snipe, American coot, or rails.

FEDERAL MIGRATORY GAME BIRD STAMP: In
addition to a hunting license and a Massa-
chusetts Waterfowl Stamp, any waterfowl
hunter aged 16 or older must have a Fed-
eral Migratory Bird Stamp. These stamps
are available at National Wildlife Refuges,
at select offices of the U.S. Postal Service,
by mail from the U.S. Postal Service or
from select private vendors, or on-line
at www.fws.gov/duckstamps/Stamps.htm.
Federal Migratory Game Bird Stamps
are available each year starting July 1
and expire on the following June 30.

YANKEE
CUSTOM

TRUCK & Shicy
ACCESSORIES

LOCATIONS:
477 Westbrook St., S. Portland, ME
(207) 799-7800
512 Amherst St., Nashua, NH
(603) 882-8868
1139 N. Montello St., Brockton, MA
(508) 588-1018
100 Broadway, Route 1N, Saugus, MA
(781) 233-3900
1271 Main St., Tewksbury, MA
(978) 851-9024

Bring this ad into any Yankee Custom store and
receive a FREE TRAILSEAL® Tailgate Gasket with
the purchase of an ACCESS® Roll-Up Cover!

WWW.YANKEECUSTOMTRUCK.COM
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Licenses

2016 LICENSE, STAMP & PERMIT FEES

CLASS LICENSE

F1
F2
F3

F4

F6
F7
F8
F9
F10
H1
H2
H3
H4

H5

HE

H7
H8
H9
ST
S2

S3

S4
T
T2
T3
M/N 1
M/N 2
M/N 3
W1
W2

Resident Fishing
Resident Minor Fishing (Age 15-17)
Resident Fishing (Age 65-69)

Resident Fishing (Age 70 or over)
Or paraplegic, blind, intellectually disabled*

Non-resident Fishing

Non-resident Fishing (3 day)

Resident Fishing (3 day)

Non-resident Fishing (Age 15-17)

Quabbin One Day Fishing

Resident Citizen Hunting

Resident Citizen Hunting (Age 65-69)
Resident/Non-resident Hunting, Paraplegic*
Resident Alien Hunting

Non-resident (adult/minor) Hunting, Big Game
(Deer, Bear, Turkey, and all other game species)

Non-resident (adult/minor) Hunting, Small Game
(All game species except deer, bear, and turkey)

Non-resident Commercial Shooting Preserve (1 day)
Resident Minor Hunting (Age 15-17)

Resident Commercial Shooting Preserve (1 day)
Resident Citizen Sporting

Resident Citizen Sporting (Age 65-69)

Resident Citizen Sporting (Age 70 or over)
(includes trapping)

Resident/Non-Resident Paraplegic Sporting*
Resident Trapping

Resident Minor Trapping (Age 12-17)
Resident Trapping (Age 65-69)

Archery Stamp

Waterfow! Stamp

Primitive Firearms Stamp

Wildlands Stamp, Resident

Wildlands Stamp, Non-resident

Antlerless Deer Permit (when issued)

Bear Permit

Turkey Permit

Trap Registration Number (Boston Office)
Trap Registration Number Renewal (Boston Office)

Non-resident Trapping Permit
(Field Headquarters Office)

Resident Furbuyer®

Non-resident Citizen/Alien Furbuyer*

FEE
$27.50
FREE
$16.25

FREE

37.50
23.50
12.50
11.50
5.00
27.50
16.25
FREE
27.50

99.50

65.50

10.00
11.50
10.00
45.00
25.00

FREE

FREE
35.50
11.50
20.25
5.10
5.00
5.10
5.00
5.00
5.00
5.00
5.00
5.00
5.00

NOTE: Fee for first resident license and all non-resident
licenses includes a $5.00 fee for the Wildlands Conserva-
tion Stamp. Fee for second resident license in calendar year
does not include the $5.00 fee for the Wildlands Conservation
Stamp. City and town clerks must add an additional one dollar
($1.00); other sales agents may add up to an additional one
dollar and fifty cents ($1.50) service fee to the price of each
license sold. An additional service fee of $1.50 per license is
applied to all licenses purchased through a sales agent. The
same service fee, plus an additional 3% internet handling
charge on the total transaction, is applied to all online license
purchases. There are no service fees or internet handling
charges for licenses purchased at offices of the Division of
Fisheries and Wildlife, where only cash or checks are accepted.

A hunting license is required of anyone
practicing falconry in Massachusetts.

Buy Licenses/Permits

MassFishHunt

Check Your Game
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Land for Sportsmen

* Massachusettse

The Sportsmen's National Land Trust has
created this special license plate* to help
conserve wildlife habitat and to guarantee
huniting and fishing access in Massachusetts.

Join us in preserving land for all ouidoorsmen
and future generations to come. Proudly show
your support every day by purchasing the
SNLT Massachusetts license plate!

HABITAT & HERITAGE

Sportsmen’s Land Trust

For more Information go to:

www.SNLTMassachusetis.org

Artwork by Ed Snyder

BOAT, ATV, & SNOWMOBILE
REGISTRATION INFORMATION

(617) 626-1610 or mass.gov/ole.

SALTWATER FISHING PERMIT REQUIRED

Saltwater anglers in Massachusetts are required to purchase
a state recreational saltwater fishing permit. The fee for this
permit is $10 and is the same cost for all anglers, including
non-residents. Anglers younger than 16, or disabled, or who
fish only on charter boats or "head boats" are exempt from
this requirement. Anglers age 60 and older will need to
obtain a permit, but the saltwater permit is free. The permit
is available online, by mail, and in person at participating
vendors and the Massachusetts Division of Marine Fisheries
offices in Gloucester, Boston, and New Bedford. For more
information, please visit: mass.gov/dmf/saltwaterpermits.

For a list of game check stations, visit the DFW website at
www.mass.gov/dfw/checkstation. A list of furbearer check
stations is on page 44.

BE SAFE, BE SEEN — GET YOUR ORANGE ON

ALL outdoor users who are in the woods during hunting
seasons are encouraged to wear "hunter orange" to
increase their visibility.

ST@P THE
SPREAD

of Nuisance Aquatic
Plants and Animals

Boaters, anglers, and other lake
and river users are reminded that
many unwanted, invasive species can
be transported and inadvertently in-
troduced to new waters by hitchhik-
ing undetected on your boat, trailer,
motor, waders, diving equipment,
and other fishing gear. Please drain
your boat, motor, and live well(s);
clean and decontaminate your boat,
motor, trailer, ropes, and gear; and
make sure your equipment is thor-
oughly dry before entering any body
of water. This is especially important
if you have been boating in western
Massachusetts, New York, Vermont
or Connecticut. For more information
contact Massachusetts DCR Lakes
and Ponds Program at (617) 626-1250
or www.mass.gov/lakesandponds.

2016 Guide to Hunting, Fishing and Trapping
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SPECIES (All Dates Inclusive) | DAILY CREEL | MINIMUM LENGTH!'

TROUT?
Lakes, ponds, major rivers **¢
Housatonic River *

All other rivers and brooks

LAKE TROUT
Wachusett Reservoir ©
Quabbin ©

SALMON (Landlocked)

AMERICAN SHAD 7 (Connecticut and Merrimack rivers and their tributaries)

AMERICAN SHAD” (All other waters, catch and release only)
CHAIN PICKEREL

BLACK BASS (Largemouth and Smallmouth, singly or combined):
NORTHERN PIKE

TIGER MUSKIE (Muskellunge)

WALLEYE

SMELT®
ALL OTHER FRESHWATER SPECIES

Jan. 1 - Dec. 31 3 -
Jan. 1 - Dec. 31 1 20"
Apr. 1 - Sept. 10 8 _
Sept. 11 - Mar. 31, 2017 3

(see note 6) 3 -

(see note 6) 2 18"
Jan. 1 - Dec. 31 2 15"
Jan. 1 - Dec. 31 3 -
Jan. 1 - Dec. 31 0 -
Jan. 1 - Dec. 31 5 15"
Jan. 1 - Dec. 31 5 12"
Jan. 1 - Dec. 31 1 28"
Jan. 1 - Dec. 31 1 28"
Jan. 1 - Dec. 31 5 14"
Jan. 1 - Feb. 28 _ _
May 16 - Dec. 31
Jan. 1 - Dec. 31 — —

STRIPED BASS and HERRING: For season, size, and possession limits call the Division of Marine Fisheries at (617) 626-1520, or visit their website at

www.mass.gov/marinefisheries.

POSSESSION OF: Sturgeon (all species), American Brook Lamprey, Atlantic (sea-run) Salmon, Bridle Shiner, Burbot, Eastern Silvery Minnow,
Lake Chub, Longnose Sucker, and Northern Redbelly Dace is illegal! If caught, release immediately. This means remove hook or cut line and return
fish to water immediately — do not pose for photographs, place on a stringer, hold in a net, or delay in any way the immediate return and release

of these rare fish to the water!

1 Minimum length is measured as the straight line (not curved over
the body) from the tip of the snout to the tip of the tail. The tips of
any forked tail may be squeezed together for the final measurement.

2 Trout applies to Brook, Brown, Rainbow, and Tiger Trout (a cross
between a female Brown and a male Brook Trout). From Apr. 1 to Sept.
10, no more than 8 trout (as defined) may be taken daily, and only 3
of those trout may be from lakes, ponds, or major rivers®. From Sept.
11 to Mar. 31, no more than 3 trout (as defined) may be taken daily.

3 Major Rivers: Childs, Coonamessett, Deerfield, Farmington, Green
(Colrain), Green (Great Barrington), Ipswich, Jones, Mashpee, Millers,
Nissitissit, North (Colrain), North (West Branch), Parker, Quaboag,
Quinapoxet, Quinebaug, Seven Mile, Santuit, Scorton Creek, Shawsheen,
Squannacook, Stillwater (Sterling, Princeton), Swift (East Branch),
Swift (Winsor Dam to Ware River, except as posted), Tully (East and
West Branches), Ware, Ware (East Branch), Westfield (all branches).

4 Mainstem Housatonic only, from the confluence of the East and
West Branches to the MA-CT line, exclusive of the catch-and-release
areas where no trout may be kept.

5 Special Brown Trout water: South Pond (Quacumquasit), Brookfield.
Total daily creel is 3 trout but only 1 may be a Brown Trout and it
must be at least 15"

6 Quabbin and Wachusett Reservoirs:Openingand closing datesare set
bytheDepartmentofConservationandRecreation.For QuabbinReservoir
visit www.mass.gov/eea/agencies/dcr/massparks/region-central/

www.mass.gov/masswildlife

quabbin-reservoir.htmlor call (413) 323-7221. For Wachusett / Sudbury
Reservoirs visit www.mass.gov/eea/agencies/dcr/water-res-
protection/watershed-mgmt/wachusett-and-sudbury-reservoir-
fishing-quide.html or call (508) 792-7806. Quabbin Reservoir and
its tributary streams within the Quabbin Reservation are closed to
all fishing except during the open season as set by the Department
of Conservation and Recreation. The Wachusett/Sudbury/West
Waushacum fishing season normally opens the first Saturday in
April and closes Nov. 30, but the DCR/DWSP may alter those dates
dependingonice conditions. At Wachusett Reservoir, shoreline fishing
only is allowed from Gate 6 on Route 70 to Gate 36 on Route 110.

7 American Shad are Catch-and-Release ONLY on all waters except the
Connecticut and Merrimack rivers and their tributaries.

8 Smelt may be taken by hook and line only.

ICE FISHING

Anglers are allowed up to five hooks in the water at one time. A hook is
defined as an angling device attached to the line of a tip-up or jig stick
that is designed to take one fish at a time. This includes plain hooks,
treble hooks, spinners, spoons, bait harnesses, jigs, or plugs. The device
in question is not restricted to a single hook - lures with multiple treble
hooks count as one hook in the water. Hooks can be on any combination
of tip-ups or jig sticks, but no more than five hooks total.

Allanglers must be able to tend their own hooks (tip-ups or jig sticks).
Minors under 15 years old may have up to five hooks in the water. Adults
may assist with cutting holes or removing hooks, but minors must be
capable of tending tip-ups or jig sticks on their own.

MA Division of Fisheries & Wildlife
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BAIT

It is unlawful to take baitfish for the pur-
pose of sale from the inland waters of
the Commonwealth. Individuals trapping
fish for personal use as baitfish may use
only one trap.

e Baitfish may be taken by licensed
anglers at any time for personal use by
all lawful methods, including a rect-
angular net not exceeding 36 square
feet of net area or by a hoop or circular
net not exceeding 6 feet in diameter
or with a fish trap with openings not
exceeding one inch. Nets designed to
gill fish are prohibited. The follow-
ing species may be taken for personal
use as bait by licensed anglers. Only
the fish species listed below may be
used as bait, live or dead.

Banded Killifish Fallfish
Fathead Minnow  Golden Shiner
Mummichog Pumpkinseed
Rainbow Smelt* Yellow Perch

White Sucker

* Smelt may be taken only by hook
and line. Possession or use of smelt

REPTILES AND AMPHIBIANS

FOR PERSONAL USE
BULLFROG, GREEN FROG ~ July 16 - Sept. 30
Jan. 1-Apr. 30
SNAPPING TURTLE July 17 - Dec 31
FOR BAIT
BULLFROG, GREEN FROG, No closed season
WO00D FROG

Fishing ’

DAILY BAG | POSSESSION
SPECIES OPEN SEASON LIMIT LIMIT SIZE LIMIT

12 24 none

2 2 12 in*
less than

(Y e 212 in**

Fishing license required. Bullfrogs, green frogs, wood frogs, and pickerel frogs may be taken by
hand or by hand-held dip net. Snapping turtles may be taken by hand, hand-held dip net, or gaff.

*Straight line carapace (shell) length
**Snout to vent length

as bait in inland waters other than

during the smelt season is prohibited.

¢ Herring: For current regulations on the

use, possession, and taking of herring

contact the Division of Marine Fish-

eries, (617) 626-1520 or marine.fish@
state.ma.us.

e Frogs (except leopard frogs) 2¥2 inches
or less snout to vent may be taken by
licensed anglers and used as bait; 10
daily, 10 in possession; may not be sold.
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MASSACHUSETTS

OUTDOOR
HERITAGE

FOUNDATION

of Massachusetts Wildlife

A Proud Partner with

The Division of Fisheries & Wildlife
in Protecting and Restoring

Wildlife Habitat in Massachusetts

CATCH-AND-RELEASE AREAS

Artificial lures only. No bait in possession.

e Housatonic River: From the Rte. 20
bridge in Lee downstream to Willow
Mill Dam AND from Glendale Dam
downstream to the RR bridge in Great
Barrington. No fishing from June 15—
Aug. 31 inclusive within 100 feet of the
mouths of posted tributaries: Beartown
Brook; Goose Pond Brook; Hop Brook;
and Mohawk Brook.

ngr

The Massachusetts Outdoor Heritage Foundation, Inc.. is a non-profit,
501(e)3) organization started by sportsmen, sportswomen, and
conservationists to raise funds for wildlife habitat protection, management,
and restoration and outdoor education in Massachusetts.

You and your family can play a major role in sustaining the legacy of open
fields, wooded hillsides, and cool streams that we have inherited from past
generations by making a donation today, and by including your Outdoor
Heritage in your tax and estate planning.

e Management-Area

Photo © Bill Byrne

Z
i
5
£

Please call us at 413-230-4945 today, or visit or write for more information:

http://massoutdoorheritage.org | info@massoutdoorheritage.org

rts

Show
Feb. 19-21, 201
Fal. 20-26, 201

.23-23, 20,
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| |
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¢ Red Brook: From the outlet of White
Island Pond to the inlet of Buttermilk
Bay.

e Nissitissit River: From the New Hamp-
shire border to the Prescott St. Bridge.
FLY FISHING ONLY (year-round).

e Swift River: Winsor Dam to Rte. 9,
catch-and-release FLY FISHING ONLY
(year-round). Rte. 9 to Cady Lane,
catch-and-release, artificial lures only
(July 1-Dec. 31); fish harvest and bait
allowed (Jan. 1-June 30).

e Deerfield River: Fife Brook Dam
to Hoosac Tunnel, and the section
extending from Pelham Brook to the
Mohawk Campground.

e Westfield River, East Branch: Imme-
diately below the Chesterfield Gorge

FREE FISHING
WEEKEND

June 4 &5, 2016 —
No license needed!

parking lot in Chesterfield to the gate
north of the Corps of Engineers park-
ing lot at Knightville in Huntington.

e Millers River: Templeton/Athol RR
bridge to the first dam in Athol and
from Wendell Rd. bridge in Orange to
the breached dam in Erving center.

¢ Quashnet River: From the outlet of
John’s Pond to the sign 0.1 mile below
Rte. 28.

FISH CONSUMPTION ADVISORIES
The MA Dept. of Public Health (MDPH)
has issued a statewide advisory for preg-
nant women, nursing mothers, women
who may become pregnant, and children
under 12 to refrain from consuming fish
caught in freshwater due to elevated lev-
els of mercury in fish. MDPH has also
issued fish consumption advisories for
the general public on selected bodies of
water primarily due to PCB and mercury
contamination. For more information or a
list of waters with fish consumption advi-
sories, contact MDPH, Bureau of Envi-
ronmental Health, at (617) 624-5757 or
www.mass.gov/dph.

INTERSTATE POND

LICENSE REGULATIONS

Wallum Lake, Douglas: Fishing permit-
ted by persons duly licensed in Massa-
chusetts or Rhode Island. Rhode Island
regulations apply.

Lake Monomonac and Robbins Pond,
Winchendon; Long Pond, Tyngsboro
and Dracut; Bent Pond, Warwick;
Tuxbury Pond, Amesbury: Fishing
permitted by persons duly licensed in
Massachusetts or New Hampshire. New
Hampshire regulations apply.

Colebrook Reservoir, Tolland; Perry
Pond, Dudley; Muddy Pond, South-
bridge; Breakneck Pond, Sturbridge;
Congamond Lake, Southwick; Ham-
ilton Reservoir, Holland: Fishing per-
mitted by persons duly licensed in Mas-
sachusetts or Connecticut. Connecticut
regulations apply to Colebrook Reser-
voir, Breakneck Pond, Perry Pond and
Muddy Pond. Massachusetts regulations
apply to Congamond Lake and Hamilton
Reservoir.

CAPE COD -
POINT JUDITH -

Tuna - Stripers - Tautog
Vo e’ arelue Widn resuliesy

BUZZARDS BAY
BLOCK ISLAND, RI
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Sherman Reservoir, Rowe: Massachu-
setts regulations apply and MA license
required in MA. Vermont regulations
apply and VT license required in VT.

FISHING PROHIBITIONS

e More than two hooks for fishing open
water or more than five hooks when
ice fishing. A hook is defined as an
angling device attached to a fishing
line that is designed to take one fish
at a time but is not limited to devices
commonly called spinners, spoons,
bait harnesses, jigs, or plugs.

e The taking of any fish from the inland
waters of the Commonwealth for the
purposes of sale.

e Lead Sinkers, Lead Weights, and
Lead Jigs Weighing Less Than an
Ounce. Any sinker or weight made
from lead that weighs less than 1
ounce, and any lead jig (meaning any
lead-weighted hook) that weighs less
than 1 ounce, is prohibited for use
in all inland waters of the Common-
wealth. The term lead sinker shall
not include any other sinkers, weights,

fishing lures or fishing tackle includ-
ing, but not limited to, artificial lures,
hooks, weighted flies, and lead-core or
other weighted fishing lines.

Possession of: Sturgeon (all species),
American Brook Lamprey, Atlan-
tic (sea-run) Salmon, Bridle Shiner,
Burbot, Eastern Silvery Minnow,
Lake Chub, Longnose Sucker, and
Northern Redbelly Dace is illegal!
If caught, release immediately. This
means remove hook or cut line and
return fish to water immediately — do
not pose for photographs, place on a
stringer, hold in a net, or delay in any
way the immediate return and release
of the fish to the water.

Releasing fish or spawn into inland
waters, except by permit.

Transporting live fish (except bait for
personal use) without a permit.

Jug, toggle, or trot line fishing.
Snagging
Poisons, explosives

Littering in inland waters.

SPEARS, BOW
AND ARROWS

May be used to take
White Suckers and Carp only.
Fishing license required.

MARINE FISHERIES

Have any questions regarding
saltwater fishing regulations?

Call the Massachusetts Division
of Marine Fisheries information
hotline at (617) 626-1520 or visit
mass.gov/marinefisheries or
email marine.fish@state.ma.us

e & St S

MarineFisheries

A Commonwealth of Massachusetts Agency

Call and inquire about our one day passes

413.243.5761

www.berkshirefishing.com

Fully Equipped Bass Boats and Gear
Bass Fishing Classes Available

WE KNOW BOAT BUYERS, WE KNOW BOAT SELLERS,
BUT FIRSTLY WE KNOW BOATS!

TH SHORE

We specialize in the sale of quality pre-owned vessels with the largest
selection of Sportfish, Convertibles, Center Consoles, Walkarounds,
Express Cruisers and performance boats in the Northeast. Our
inventory changes daily with over 300 boats sold per year!

W The entire crew at South
Shore Dry Dock Marine,
Inc has many years of
experience in saltwater
B sporifishing, boat handling
and yacht maintenance.
Their combined knowledge
will make your boat sale
or purchase experience
at South Shore Dry Dock
Marine a worry free and
pleasant one. We've
always been very fortunate
g that referrals and “word of
mouth advertising” have
s always been one of our
biggest assets.

South Shore Dry Dock Marine, Inc.
612 Plain Street

South Shore Dry Dock, Westport
PO Box 3914 Cherry & Webb Lane
Westport, MA 02790
508.636.9790

Marshfield, MA 02050
781.834.9790
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ANGLER'S GUIDE TO MASSACHUSETTS FISHES
More than 80 kinds of fish live in the inland waters of the
Commonwealth. Pictured is a small sample of some of the
most popular species commonly taken by anglers. For a more
complete list, pick up a copy of our brochure Freshwater
Fishes of Massachusetts at any DFW office.

TEMPERATURE PREFERENCES OF FISH

Temperature preferences are different for many fish. Though
fish cannot always find their exact preference, they are usu-
ally found in water closest to their preferred temperature.

m < Catfish Family

< . )
75 Bluegill / Pumpkinseed

< Largemouth Bass

< Calico Bass (Crappies)
< Esocids (Pike/Pickerel/Muskellunge), Smallmouth Bass

E < Perch Family (Yellow Perch/Walleye)
m < Brown Trout

< Landlocked Salmon, Rainbow/Brook Trout

< Lake Trout

LARGEMOUTH BASS

A warm-water gamefish found in lakes, ponds and slow moving
rivers associated with weeds and structure. Typically 1-3 lbs,
but can reach up to 15 Ibs. Dark line along each side is a good
identification mark.

ATLANTIC SALMON

The anadromous form of this species lives in the open ocean
but ascends freshwater rivers to spawn. The landlocked form
lives in deep, cold, freshwater habitats and spawns in tributaries.
Anadromous form grows to 20 lbs; landlocks average 2-4 Ibs.
Landlocked populations occur in the Quabbin and Wachusett
Reservoirs.

SMALLMOUTH BASS

Less common than largemouths, these cool-water gamefish are
found in clear, rocky habitats. Average size is 1-2 Ibs, but can reach
up to 8 lbs. This species often jumps spectacularly when hooked.

BROOK TROUT

This beautiful native char thrives in clean, cold, well-oxygenated
waters. Itis found in high gradient streams and coldwater beaver
flowages. Wild brookies average 6-8inches, but stocked specimens
are typically 10-12 inches or larger. Considered by many to be the
most beautiful fish in North America.

BROWN TROUT

This trout thrives in heavy cover and deep pools of cold, well-
oxygenated water. Typically stocked at 10-14 inches with larger
specimens to 20+ inches. Many wild populations exist in small
to medium-size streams.

www.mass.gov/masswildlife

RAINBOW TROUT

These trout thrive in cold, well-oxygenated, fast moving water.
Typical hatchery fish are 12-16 inches, with larger specimens to 20+
inches. Profusely speckled and usually hasa pink line along each side.

MA Division of Fisheries & Wildlife
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BROWN BULLHEAD

Our native "horned pout” catfish thrives in warm-water habitats
associated with muddy bottoms and aquatic vegetation. Average
size is 8-12 inches, but larger ones are not uncommon. Handle
this fish (and all catfish) with care, as spines in the dorsal and
pectoral fins can inflict painful wounds.

BLUEGILL

A sunfish that prefers shallow, weedy, warm-water habitats.
Typically 4-7 inches in length with larger specimens to 10 inches.
Identified by the solid black flap on gill cover and a dark patch
near the back, bottom edge of the dorsal fin.

& _\“%%

BOWFIN

Recently added to the Freshwater Sportfishing Award Program,
Bowfin are currently limited to the major river drainages in
Massachusetts. Body is tubular with a bullet-shaped head and a
long, spineless dorsal fin. Most specimens are olive to brownish
gray, often with a mottled pattern; males display a black spot near
the upper base of the tail. Typically 2-4 pounds, but some may
reach 10 pounds or more. Usually associated with shallow, muddy,
fertile water, and occasionally taken through the ice.

CHAIN PICKEREL

A native cool-water gamefish found in shallow, vegetated areas
of fairly clear lakes, ponds, and rivers. Typically 15-20 inches but
larger specimensare not uncommon. Respected foritssharp teeth
which can easily cut most fishing lines and inflict minor wounds.

PUMPKINSEED

A native sunfish, this pretty little "kivver" is found in weedy, warm-
water habitats. Most are 4-7 inches, but can get up to 8-9 inches.
Look for blue "warpaint" on the face and a red/orange-tipped
gill flap.

YELLOW PERCH

Anative cool-water panfish found in the vegetated areas of lakes,
ponds, slow streams, and almost any open water with moderate
vegetation. Typically8-10inchesbutlarger fish are notuncommon.
A schooling fish, it is safe to assume that if you find one, there
are others in the vicinity.

2016 Guide to Hunting, Fishing and Trapping

BLACK CRAPPIE

This "calico bass" is found in weedy, warm-water habitats. It
often forms schools in submerged structure, especially brush
piles and fallen trees. Typically 5-12 inches, but larger specimens
not uncommon.

GOT LIFE JACKETS?

From September 15 to May 15 all canoe or
kayak occupants MUST WEAR a U.S. Coast
Guard approved Personal Flotation Device.

lllustrations by Duane Raver /USFWS; Atlantic Salmon illustration by Ellen Edmondson.
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FRESHWATER SPORTFISHING
AWARDS PROGRAM

Awards for freshwater fish are offered
in 22 categories. Each qualified entry
receives a bronze pin. The largest fish in

FRESHWATER SPORTFISHING AWARDS PROGRAM

MINIMUM WEIGHTS AND LENGTHS

CATCH AND KEEP (WEIGHT) CATCH AND RELEASE
SPECIES

ADULT YOUTH

LENGTH (INCHES)

R Bowfin 61b. 0 oz. 41b.0 oz. 26
each c.ategory each year a‘lso receivesa 21b.0 oz, 11b.0 0z =
gold pin and plaque. There ‘1‘5 also a Youth Brown Trout 216,00z 21b.0 oz. 55
(17 and under! and Adult “Angler of the 5 . 2 1b. 0 oz. 11b.0 oz, 15
Year” award given to th.e person w.ho has & 151b.0 0. 101b.0 0z, 3
taken the greatest variety of “pinfish” .. pickerel 41b.8 0z, 316,00z, 25
during the year. Fish must meet mini-  'gpanne| Catfish 610.0 0z. 51b.0 0z. 25
mum weight or length requirements listed Crappie 1.8 0z. 116.0 oz. 14
below. Catch and Keep entries must be | ake Trout 71b.0 0z. 51b.0 0z 30
weighed on any scale certified by the State. | andiocked Salmon’ 41b.0 oz. 31b.0 oz. 22
Go to mass.gov/dfw/sportfishing-awards Largemouth Bass 710.0 oz. 41b.0 oz. 21
for a list of weigh stations and to down-  Northern Pike 15 |b. 0 oz. 101b.0 0z. 36
load an affidavit. This information is also  Rainbow Trout 31b.0 0z 21b.0 oz. 20
available at DFW offices. Shad 51b.0 oz. 31b.0 oz 22

Smallmouth Bass 410. 8 oz. 31b.0 0z 20

Sunfish? 01b. 12 oz. 01b. 8 0z. 10

Learn more about the TigerMuskeIIunge 10 Ib. 0 0z. 7 1b. 0 oz. 34

Massachusetts Freshwater Tiger Trout 21b.0 oz. 11b.0 oz. 16

. Walleye 41b.0 oz. 21b.0o0z. 24
Sportfishing Awards Program T :

B . ite Catfish 41b. 0 oz. 21b. 0 oz. 19

and see a list of 2014 Gold Pin White Perch 11b.8 oz. 16,0 oz. 14

Winners at mass.gov/dfw/ Yellow Perch 11b.8 oz. 116. 0 0z. 14

sportfishing-awards 1 Landlocked Salmon are recognized only from Quabbin and Wachusett Reservoirs.

2 SunfishcategoryincludesRedbreast Sunfish, Green Sunfish, Bluegill, Pumpkinseed,and Rock Bass.

MASSACHUSETTS FRESHWATER SPORTFISHING RECORDS

SPECIES WEIGHT WATER YEAR

American Shad 11 Ibs. 4 0zs. Connecticut River 1986
Broodstock Salmon 22 lbs. 15 0zs. Lake Mattawa, Orange 1997
Brook Trout 10 Ibs. 0 0zs. Ashfield Lake, Ashfield 2008
Brown Trout 19 lbs. 10 ozs. Wachusett Reservoir 1966
Bullhead 6 Ibs. 4 0zs. Forest Lake, Methuen 2008
Carp 46 lbs. 5 0zs. Quinsigamond Lake, Shrewsbury 2012
Chain Pickerel 9 Ibs. 5 0zs. Laurel Lake, Lee 1954
Channel Catfish 26 lbs. 8 ozs. Ashfield Lake, Ashfield 1989
Crappie 4 |bs. 10 ozs. Jake's Pond, Plymouth 1980
Lake Trout 24 1bs. 0 0zs. Wachusett Reservoir 2004
Landlocked Salmon 10 Ibs. 2 ozs. Wachusett Reservoir 1985
Largemouth Bass 15 Ibs. 8 0zs. Sampson Pond, Carver 1975
Northern Pike 35 lbs. 0 0zs. Quacumaquasit Pond, Brookfield 1988
Rainbow Trout 13 lbs. 13 0zs. Wachusett Reservoir 1999
Smallmouth Bass 8 lbs. 2 0zs. Wachusett Reservoir 1991
Sunfish 2 lbs. 1 0zs. South Athol Pond, Athol 1982
Tiger Muskellunge 27 lbs. 0 ozs. Lake Pontoosuc, Pittsfield 2001
Tiger Trout 9 lbs. 7 0zs. Peter's Pond, Sandwich 2004
Walleye 11 Ibs. 0 0zs. Quabbin Reservoir 1973
White Catfish 9 lbs. 3 0zs. Baddacook Pond, Groton 1987
White Perch 3 1bs. 5 0zs. Wachusett Reservoir 1994
Yellow Perch 2 lbs. 12 0zs. South Watuppa Pond, Fall River 1979

22 www.mass.gov/masswildlife MA Division of Fisheries & Wildlife


http://mass.gov/dfw/sportfishing-awards
http://mass.gov/dfw/sportfishing-awards
http://mass.gov/dfw/sportfishing-awards
http://www.mass.gov/masswildlife

CHANGES TO THE
MASSACHUSETTS FRESHWATER
SPORTFISHING AWARD PROGRAM

CATCH AND RELEASE CATEGORY ADDED: In
response to growing interest, MassWild-
life has added a catch and release com-
ponent to the Freshwater Sportfishing
Award Program. Fish must be measured
against a standard measuring device
(e.g. a ruler, measuring board, etc.), pho-
tographed, and immediately released at
the site of capture. Length is to be mea-
sured from the tip of the longest jaw to the
tip of the compressed tail on a flat surface
as a straight line (not measured over the
curve of the body). All fractions in length
will be rounded up to the nearest /4 inch

. Catch and release anglers: Remember to take a picture before returning the fish to the site
mark. For more on measuring flsh, go to of capture. This photograph shows the proper method for measuring and photographing a

mass.gov/dfw/sportfishing-awards. Catch and Release entry.

Catch and release anglers will receive

the classic bronze pin for each eligible
fish submitted. Additionally, the longest

gfea“h Sgegiesgu;’dm“ﬁed agnulally Wi}i CATCH AND RELEASE ANGLERS:
Catch and Release Alzngler otPth% Y.ear TIPS FOR MINIMIZING FISH STRESS

trophy will be awarded annually to the ¢ The use of circle, wide gap and barbless hooks greatly reduces

angler who submits the widest variety of the chance of lethal wounding for released fish. Also, consider

eligible catch and release species. using single hooks instead of trebles or doubles. If fishing with
artificials, flatten the hook barb with a pair of pliers or file down

BOWFIN ADDED: The last fish species to be the barb.

added to the Sportfishing Award Program

was Carp in 1979! Interest in Bowfin is ® Be attentive and set the hook immediately to prevent the fish

increasing in the Northeast, with more from swallowing the hook (setting the hook is not necessary

states recognizing them as a gamefish. with circle hooks).

Bowfin are found in weedy backwater ® Reduce the fight time. The longer the fish fights, the higher

areas of major rivers. The Catch and Keep
minimum weight is 6 pounds for adults
and 4 pounds for youth. The Catch and
Release minimum length is 26 inches.

the stress level for the fish. This is particularly important when
fishing for trout in periods of warmer water temperatures. If
it takes you a long time to land a fish, your drag may be set
too loosely or your gear may be too light for the fish you are
catching.

¢ Use afine-mesh landing net to reduce the amount of time
required to land a fish.

e |f the hook is swallowed, do not forcefully remove it. Cut the
line as close to the mouth as possible and then release the fish.

e Wet your hands before touching the fish so you don't damage
the protective mucous layer on the outside of the fish.

e Don’t use the gills or eyes as a handhold. Support the belly of
larger fish. Bass can be safely handled by holding the lower
jaw, thumb in the mouth and forefinger under the chin.

¢ Quickly return fish to the water. Revive a fatigued fish by
supporting itin a swimming position in the water; gently move
it back and forth until it can swim off.
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Massachusetts Division of Fisheries and Wildlife Celebrates

150 Years of Conservation!

1806

Two Commissioners on

Fisheries Appointed
Predecessors to the Massachusetts
Division of Fisheries and Wildlife
(MassWildlife) the Commissioners
were appointed to address the loss
of Atlantic Salmon caused by dams
and pollution. In 1869 the Commis-
sion was given authority over all
fish; in 1886 the Commission was
given authority over game animals.

1894

Sutton Hatchery Built;
First State-owned

Fish Hatchery

About 3,500 Brook Trout fry were
stocked in 81 water bodies that
year. Today, MassWildlife’s five
hatcheries annually produce over
500,000 fish, mostly 12+ inches
long, which are stocked in more
than 450 water bodies.

1895

Introduction of
Ring-necked Pheasant
for Hunting

Other game animals were prop-
agated and distributed includ-
ing mallards, Canada geese,
snowshoe hare, and raccoons.

1900

First Agency-issued
“Abstracts” of Fish
and Game L_aws

Absiraet of Massnchusotis

?{Sll ana Q(.;mg fﬁws

Conservation
Pledge

1 Give my Pledge a an duserienn
10 Sive amil Foaith fully
 Befend Jrom Wase the

Natitral Resmirces of My Conntry

~—lis Soil wnd Minerals,

Tis Farcats, Waters,

vl IF il fe
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1948

Fisheries &
Wildlife Board
Established

The Board's man-
date is to protect
and manage wildlife
and fish for the use
and enjoyment

of all citizens who
hunt, fish, trap, and
enjoy nature study
and observation.

1945

Inland Fish
& Game Fund
Established

1950

Inception of Districts

and District Managers
District offices are an integral part
of MassWildlife’s operations.

1949

“Massachusetts Wildlife” Begins
as a Mimeographed Newsletter
In 1956, the first issue is published in
magazine format.

www.mass.gov/masswildlife

1974

Division is renamed
“Division of Fisheries
& Wildlife”

1952

Pantry Brook —
First State-owned Wildlife
Management Area

es il
PANTRY BRI’.‘IOK& Wildlite

MARSH RESTORATION PROJECT
Funded by:
DUCKS UNLIMITED [

@ In cooperation with:

U.S. Soil Conservation Service
and
U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service

1980

First Modern-Day
Wild Turkey Hunting

Season Opens

Once extirpated from MA,
Wild Turkeys were reintro-
duced in the 1970s. Today,
Wild Turkeys are the second
most popular game animal
in the Commonwealth.

MA Division of Fisheries & Wildlife.
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1902

Commission

Given Authority to
Conduct Biological

Investigations
Today, MassWildlife

biologists conduct a vari-
ety of field and lab work
to understand, monitor,
and manage fish, wildlife,
plants, and habitats in the

Commonwealth.

Division employees
sorting salvaged fish in
Lowell, in May 1928.

1919

Commission on
Fisheries & Game
Becomes a Division

The first director William Adams
touts outdoor recreation as
“healthy and inspiring.”

1909

First Resident

Hunting Registration
The first fishing license
requirement followed in 1920.

1931

Division Given
Authority

to Acquire
Public Fishing
and Shooting
Grounds

1989

First Bald
Eagle Nesting
Since 1905

Since their rein-
troduction in the
1980s, Bald Eagle
numbers have
increased slowly
but steadily.

1983

Natural
Heritage &
Endangered
Species
Program
Created
and Funded

1998

Fisheries & Wildlife
Board Endorses
Landscape

Habitat Goals

These goals to increase Grass-
land, Shrubland, and Young
Forest habitat types were set
to benefit wildlife and guide
management activities.

1990

Massachusetts
Endangered Species
Act Enacted

2016 Guide to Hunting, Fishing and Trapping

2014

New Zero Net Energy
Field Headquarters
Completed and
Occupied

2012

Inception of
All-Electronic
Licensing System

Share your
exciting product
or service

with the Massachusetts
sporting community!

For advertising inquiries,
please call

(413) 884-1001

©)J.E GRIFFIN

PUBLISHING 11

HUNTING for HEROES

We Provide Hunting

Opportunities to

. j %. Law Enforcement Agents
. Injured in the Line of Duty.

To Volunteer Or Donate, Please Visit Our Website

HuntingForHeroes.org

HILLSIDE TAXIDERMY
Specializing in Exotic Game Animals
e Russian Boar

* Rocky Mountain
Mouflon

e European Red Stag
e Hawaiian Ram
e Spanish Goats
e Fallow and Sika Deer
e Also Fish and Birds
INashua, NH
Statefand|kederal License
years experience

@:p month turn-around

Toll Free:1-888-883-0663
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( Hunting

GENERAL HUNTING
REGULATIONS

ACCIDENTS: All hunting-related injuries or
deaths MUST be reported to state or local
police and to the Environmental Police.

ARCHERY: Poisoned arrows, or explo-
sive tips, or bows drawn by mechanical
means, except for crossbows as permit-
ted, are prohibited. Mechanical releases
are permitted. Arrows used on deer, bear,
or turkey must have well-sharpened steel
broadhead blades not less than 7 inches
in width. Expanding broadheads are
legal for deer, bear, and turkey hunting.
All bows, except permitted crossbows,
used for hunting (recurve, long, and
compound) must have a draw weight of
at least 40 lbs. at 28 inches or at peak
draw. No arrows may be released within
150 feet of, or across, any state or hard-
surfaced highway, and hunting is pro-
hibited within 500 feet of any dwelling
or building in use, unless authorized by
the owner or occupant thereof.

A firearms license (FID or LTC card)
is not required for bowhunting. Archers
shall not possess firearms on their per-
son or use dogs while hunting deer. (See
deer regulations on page 36.) Archers
may hunt with a bow and arrow dur-
ing the shotgun and primitive firearms
deer seasons, but must comply with all
regulations of those seasons, includ-
ing the hunter orange and Primitive
Firearms Stamp requirements. Cross-
bows may be used by certain perma-
nently disabled persons by permit
only. For regulations and an applica-
tion, visit www.mass.gov/masswildlife
or contact DFW at (508) 389-6300.

FEDERAL WILDLIFE
LAW INFORMATION

Please note that fishing and
hunting laws on federal parks,
refuges, and reservations,
such as those controlled by
U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service

or the National Park Service,
may differ from state
regulations. Contact the
agency in question.

HUNTER ORANGE: No person shall hunt
during the pheasant or quail season
on WMAs where pheasant or quail
are stocked without wearing a “hunter
orange” cap or hat except while night-
hunting for raccoons or opossums, or
while hunting waterfowl from a blind or
boat. During the period when it is legal
to hunt deer with a shotgun, all hunt-
ers, except waterfowl hunters on coastal
waters hunting within a blind or from a
boat, must wear, in a conspicuous man-
ner on chest, back, and head, a minimum
of 500 square inches of “hunter orange”
clothing or material. During the primi-
tive firearms season, all deer hunters
must comply with the 500 sq. inch hunter
orange requirement.

HUNTING DOGS: May be trained at any time
(except during the shotgun season for

Photo © Bill Byrne

deer) provided that only pistols or revolv-
ers and blank cartridges are used or pos-
sessed. No sporting or hunting license
is necessary. During the shotgun deer
season, dogs may be used for waterfowl
hunting on coastal waters only. Hunting
bear or bobcat with dogs, or training
dogs on those species, is prohibited.

TREE STANDS: Persons must have written
permission of the landowner (on either
public or private lands) to construct or
use any tree stand which is fastened to a
tree by nails, bolts, wire, or other fasten-
ers that intrude through the bark into the
wood of the tree, or that is fastened or
erected in any manner and is emplaced
for a period exceeding 30 days. This
includes hang-on tree stands.

NON-RESIDENT HUNTERS:

e Must have successfully completed a Basic Hunter Education
course or held a hunting license anywhere in North America prior
to 2007 in order to purchase a MA hunting license. Nonresident
minors (ages 15-17), see MINORS, page 12.

e Must have a valid Massachusetts non-resident hunting license

in order to hunt.

® Must obtain the same stamps and permits as residents. Permit
and stamp fees are the same for residents and non-residents.
Non-resident migratory game bird hunters must complete a
Massachusetts H.I.P. survey to hunt.

e May not purchase ammunition in Massachusetts (including
materials used in black powder firearms).

e Must have their firearms unloaded and enclosed in a case
while travelling into or through Massachusetts.

* No gun license (FID) is needed to possess or transport long guns.

e Must contact the Massachusetts Criminal History Systems
Board (CHSB) Firearms Support Services, 200 Arlington St.,
Suite 2200, Chelsea, MA 02150, tel. (617) 660-4780 for information

on handgun permits.

www.mass.gov/masswildlife

MA Division of Fisheries & Wildlife
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WILDLIFE MANAGEMENT 6 No person shall build or maintain a fire where pheasant or quail are stocked
AREA REGULATIONS without written permission from the without wearing a "hunter orange”
The Division of Fisheries & Wildlife Director of the DFW or his designee. cap or hat except while night hunting
owns 213 Wildlife Management Areas 7 No person shall camp within any for raccoons or opossums or w_hile

(WMAs), 106 Wildlife Conservation WMA without written permission hunting waterfowl from within a

Easements, and 68 Access areas open to from the Director or his designee. blind or boat.

hun-ting, fishing, and trapping. Mapsare o person shall engage in target 12 No person, except under permit,

available for many of these properties on practice without written permission shall dig or disturb any artifact or

the DFW website and at all DFW offices. from the Director or his designee. archaeological remains.

1 No person shall possess any alco- 9 No person shall use any means other '3 Th? Director may make'spec.ial regu-
holic beverage except under permit, than shotgun or bow and arrow dur- 1at10n§ to handle special situations
or dump or discard any can, bottle, ing the pheasant and quail season on peculiar to any WMA. Coptrqlled
or rubbish. areas stocked with pheasant or quail hunts are in effect at certain times

2 No person shall remove vegetation, except for hunting raccoons and opos- on Martin Burns, Delaney, and Lud-
soil, or stones from any WMA except sums between 9pm and 3am, or except low WM.As. Contact District Manager
under permit. for the shooting of captured fur-bear- for details.

3 No person shall use excessive speed ing mammals by a licensed trapper.
in driving a vehicle. 10 No person shall hunt before sunrise

4 No person, unless under permit, shall OL after tsunset (')ln anyt Wll(\/[dAdwh.ere NEW TO HUNTING?

: . pheasant or quail are stocked during ) ]
drive or bosseas any ve.hlcle except the open season on pheasant or quail For outdoor skills education
on roads or trails maintained for pub- ) ’ rtunities for novi
lic vehicular traffic. except for the hunting of raccoons opportunities tor novice,

) and opossums between 9pm and 3am. youth, and women hunters,

5 No person shall deface or tamper with see page 47.

any sign, building, or equipment.

‘LOWLANDS

' WHITETAILS
3\ HUNTING RANCH

8961 Number Three Road

No person shall hunt during the
pheasant or quail season on WMAs

Lowville, NY 13367

Maybe your dream is to have a
200 SCI point buck hanging on your wall...

or is your dream to watch your child take a trophy
buck you can both be proud of...

Please call us with your dream and let us make it a reality!
We have big-bodied bucks ranging up to and over 250 B&C!

v Ammunition
v Black Powder

Muzzleloader, Rifle or Archery - No License Required

v Firearms Bought & Sold

HUNTERS TRADING POST, LTD.

OVER 500 GUNS IN STOCK

i3

v Hunting & Shooting Supplies
v Check-In Station
v Gunsmithing Services

Lodging is Free While You Hunt
315.376.2190 LowlandsWhitetails.com

Email /ow/andswhitetails@yahoo.com

781.331.1151 | hunters@htpltd.com | www.htpltd.com
Foro Wintor Strcct” " Wegpmonlt, UG - 02155
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Wildlife Management Zones

larksbu

Monroe

Rowe

Granville

ZONE 1: Northerly by the Vermont border; westerly
by the New York border; southerly by a line running
along Rte. 20 to the junction with Rte. 7 in Pittsfield;
north on Rte. 7 to Rte. 9 and east on Rte. 9 to the
junction of Rte. 8; and easterly by a line running
from the Vermont border south along Rte. 8 to Rte.
9 in Pittsfield.

ZONE 2: Northerly by Vermont border; westerly by
Zones 1 and 3; southerly by the Massachusetts Turnpike
(I-90) from the intersection with the Housatonic
River in Lee, east to the intersection (dead end) with
Bonny Rigg Hill Road in Becket; and easterly by a
line running from the Vermont border south along
Rte. 112 to Rte. 143 in Worthington, along Rte. 143
west to the intersection with the Middle Branch of the
Westfield River, then south along Tourt Brook to the
Middle Branch of the Westfield River to the intersection
with the East Branch of the Westfield River, south
along the East Branch of the Westfield River to Rte.
20 in Huntington, west along Rte. 20 to Bonny Rigg
Hill Road in Becket, south on Bonny Rigg Hill Road
to the intersection with the Massachusetts Turnpike.

ZONE 3: Northerly by Zone 1; westerly by the
New York border; southerly by the New York and
Connecticut borders; and easterly by a line running
south along the Housatonic River from the junction
with Rte. 9 in Pittsfield to the junction with Rte.
20 in Lee, east along Rte. 20 to the junction with
Rte. 8 in West Becket, and south on Rte. 8 to the
Connecticut border.

ZONE 4 NORTH: Northerly by the Vermont border;
westerly by Zone 2; southerly by a line running north
from the intersection of Rte. 20 and the East Branch
of the Westfield River in Huntington along the East
Branch of the Westfield River to the intersection
with Rte. 66, along Rte. 66 to the intersection with
Rte. 9 in Northampton, to the intersection with the
Connecticut River at the Northampton/Hadley town
line; and easterly by the Connecticut River.

Southwick Agawa g L?r: Cos
rneadow

Connecticut\ River

ZONE 4 SOUTH: Northerly by Zones 2 and 4N;
westerly by Zone 3; southerly by the Connecticut
Border; and easterly by the Connecticut River.

ZONE 5: Northerly by the New Hampshire border;
westerly by the Connecticut River; southerly by a
line running from the intersection of the Connecticut
River and Rte. 9 at the Northampton/Hadley line east
along Rte. 9 to Rte. 116 in Hadley, north along Rte.
116 to Rte. 63 in North Ambherst, east along Rte. 63
and Pine Street to State Street, northeast along State
Street and East Leverett Road to Cushman Road,
along Cushman Road to Shutesbury Road in East
Leverett, east on Shutesbury Road and Leverett Road
to Wendell Road in Shutesbury Center, north along
Wendell Road to Locks Pond Road, north on Locks
Pond Road to Lake View Road, northeast on Lake View
Road to Locks Village Road, north along Locks Village
Road to Depot Road in Wendell, north on Depot Road
to Rte. 2A in Wendell Depot, east on Rte. 2A to Rte.
32 in Athol, south on Rte. 32 to Rte. 62 in Barre, and
east on Rte. 62 to the intersection with Rte. 31 in
Princeton; and easterly by a line running north on
Rte. 31 to the New Hampshire border.

ZONE 6: Northerly by Zone 5; westerly by Zone 5;
southerly by a line running from the intersection of
Rte. 9 and Rt. 116 in Hadley, east along Rte. 9 to the
intersection with Rte. 32 in Ware; and easterly by a
line running from the intersection of Rte. 32 and Rte.
62 in Barre, south along Rte. 32 to the intersection
with Rte. 9 in Ware.

ZONE 7: Northerly by Zones 5 and 6; southerly by
the Connecticut border; easterly by a line running
from the intersection of Rte. 9 and Rte. 32 in Ware,
east along Rte. 9 to the intersection with Rte. 67,
southwest along Rte. 67 to the intersection with
Rte. 19 in Warren, and south along Rte. 19 to the
Connecticut border.

www.mass.gov/masswildlife

ZONE 8: Northerly by Zone 5; southerly by the
Connecticut and Rhode Island borders; easterly by
the following: Rte. 31 in Princeton south to Rte. 56
in Paxton, Rte. 56 south to Rte. 9 in Leicester, Rte. 9
east to Cambridge Street in Worcester, Cambridge
Street east to Rte. 146, Rte. 146 southeast to the Rhode
Island border, westerly by Zones 6 and 7.

ZONE 9: Northerly by the New Hampshire border;
southerly by the Rhode Island border; easterly by the
following: Rte. 3 from New Hampshire southeast to
Rte. 1-495 south to Rte. 121 in Wrentham, Rte. 121
southwest to the Rhode Island border; westerly by
Zones 5 and 8.

ZONE 10: Northerly by the New Hampshire border;
westerly by Zone 9; southerly by a line running
from the intersection of Rte. 1A and Rte. 1-495 in
the town of Walpole northeast along Rte. 1A to the
intersection with Rte. 128 in the town of Dedham,
east on Rte. 128 to the intersection with Rte. 3 in the
town of Braintree, east on Rte. 3 to the intersection
with Rte. 228 in the town of Rockland, and north on
Rte. 228 to the Atlantic Ocean at the intersection of
Rte. 228 and Nantasket Avenue in the town of Hull;
and easterly by the Atlantic ocean.

ZONE 11: Northerly by Zones 9 and 10; southerly by
Buzzard’s Bay and the Cape Cod Canal; easterly by the
Atlantic Ocean; westerly by the Rhode Island border.

ZONE 12: Northerly, southerly and easterly by the
Atlantic Ocean; westerly by Zone 11.

ZONE13: Dukes County (i.e. Martha’s Vineyard and
Elizabeth Islands).

ZONE 14: Nantucket.

MA Division of Fisheries & Wildlife
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The Commonwealth of Massachusetts is bro-
ken up into 15 Wildlife Management Zones. The
zones are delineated based on their capacity to
support deer and other wildlife (e.g., differences
in geography, vegetation, climate, soil, land use
practices, landownership, and human density).
Wildlife populations can be monitored in each
zone so that informed management decisions
can be made for each region.

Antlerless deer permits are allocated by Wild-
life Management Zone. In regions of the state
where there are high numbers of deer per square
mile, a larger number of antlerless deer permits
are made available. Conversely, in regions with
relatively fewer deer, fewer antlerless deer per-
mits are allocated for hunters.
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MASSACHUSETTS GUN LAWS

POSSESSION: For hunting, resident citizens
ages 15 and over must have a Firearms
Identification Card (FID) to possess a low-
capacity rifle or shotgun. A License To
Carry (LTC) (age 21 and over) is needed to
possess large capacity rifles and shotguns
and all handguns. These gun licenses
are issued by local Police Departments.
Non-residents with a valid Massachu-
setts non-resident hunting license do not
need an LTC or FID to possess or carry
a rifle or shotgun, but must carry their
firearms unloaded and in a case while
traveling in their vehicles. Non-residents
may not purchase guns or ammunition in
Massachusetts. To obtain a non-resident
License To Carry or a non-resident permit
to possess handguns, contact the CHSB
(Criminal History Systems Board), Fire-
arms Support Services (see below). No
gun license is needed by bow hunters,
nor by minors 12-14 years old hunting
with a duly licensed adult, nor for the
possession of primitive rifles or shotguns
as defined in MGL Ch. 140, Section 121,
or their ammunition. However, an LTC or
FID is required to purchase all ammuni-
tion including black powder and Pyrodex.

Kurt Palmateer harvested this
mature buck in the Connecticut

Valley District during the 2012 ~ s

archery season. g. 3

CAUTION: Massachusetts public safety laws
define primitive arms differently from the
laws and regulations of the DFW.

TRAVEL: Rifles, shotguns, and muzzleload-
ers may not be carried on public ways
unless the person is lawfully engaged in
hunting. When transported in a motor
vehicle, rifles, shotguns, and muzzleload-
ers must be unloaded and in an enclosed
case. A large capacity firearm must be
carried unloaded and contained within a
locked trunk or in a locked case or other
secure container.

STORAGE: State law requires that whenever
a gun is not under your direct control,
it must be kept in a locked container or
equipped with a tamper-resistant mechan-
ical lock. Muzzleloaders are exempt from
this requirement.

PENALTIES: License revoked for one year in
addition to other penalties; fines of up to
$1,000; restitutions; and/or 1 year in jail.
Careless and negligent use of firearms:
fines of up to $500 and/or 6 months impris-
onment and loss of license for 5 years.

HUNTER HARASSMENT

Hunter harassment is against state law.
Report violations to the Mass. Environ-
mental Police (800) 632-8075 or to state
or local police. Be prepared to provide a
description of violators and/or a descrip-
tion and license plate number of the car.

CLOSED HUNTING SEASONS
Hunting seasons are closed throughout
the year on all birds and mammals not
mentioned herein or in Massachusetts
Migratory Game Bird Regulations. During
shotgun deer season all hunting seasons
are closed except for deer, bear, coyote,
and waterfowl.

RESTRICTIONS DURING

THE YOUTH DEER HUNT

The Youth Deer Hunt Day is held the 4th
Saturday following Labor Day. If hunting
other game animals on this date, addi-
tional requirements must be followed:
rifles and handguns are prohibited for
hunting any game; dogs may not be
used for hunting any game except for
waterfowl hunting (ducks and geese)
on coastal waters and salt marshes; all
hunters must wear a minimum of 500
square inches of blaze orange on their



chest, back, and head; waterfowl hunt-
ers are required to wear blaze orange in
transit to and from their blind or boat.

OPEN HUNTING SEASONS

The following species may be taken year-
round (except during shotgun deer sea-
son) by licensed hunters with no daily
or seasonal bag limit: English sparrow,
flying squirrel, red squirrel, chipmunk,
porcupine, skunk, starling, weasel,
woodchuck.

HUNTING HOURS

Hunting hours are from 2 hour before
sunrise to 2 hour after sunset on each
day of open season (see Sunrise-Sunset
table, page 10) except for:

e Rabbit, hare, fox, and coyote hunting,
which close at midnight, except during
the shotgun deer season when coyote
hunting closes 12 hour after sunset.

e Spring turkey hunting (see page 34).

e Raccoon and opossum hunting (see
page 42).

e WMA Reg. #10 (page 27) which states
that no person shall hunt before sun-
rise or after sunset on any WMA where
pheasant or quail are stocked during
the pheasant or quail season except for
the hunting of raccoons and opossums
between 9pm and 3am.

e Migratory game bird hunting, which is
12 hour before sunrise to sunset.

HARVEST REPORTING

Upon harvesting a deer, bear, or turkey,
you must immediately fill out and attach
the paper tag from your permit or license to
the carcass. Your game must remain intact
(other than field dressing), with the har-
vest tag attached, until it is reported and
prepared for food or taxidermy purposes.
Hunters may report their harvested game
online or bring their game to an official
check station. All deer harvested during
the 2-week shotgun deer season must be
brought to an official check station for
biological data collection. For detailed
information on Online Game Check,
visit the Game Check Station page on
mass.gov/dfw/checkstation. If you report
your harvest online, you will be issued a
confirmation number. You must write the
number on the harvest tag attached to
the carcass. The harvest tag with harvest

report confirmation number must remain
attached to the carcass until it is prepared
for food or taxidermy purposes. Hunters
who harvest a deer, bear, or turkey are
required to check their game within 48
hours of killing the animal. A complete
list of official checking stations is on the
DFW website mass.gov/dfw/checkstation.
For general furbearer checking require-
ments, see page 44.

MASSACHUSETTS
GUN LAWS

For more information
on gun laws, contact the
MA Dept. of Criminal
Justice, Firearms
Records Bureau, 200
Arlington St., Suite 2200,
Chelsea, MA 02150,

(617) 660-4780, or
mass.gov/cjis

BEAR SPRAY /
SELF-DEFENSE
SPRAY

Laws pertaining to
self-defense sprays are
outlinedinM.G.L.c.140 §
122D. For information about
carrying and using self-
defense spray as a bear
deterrent go to mass.gov/
bears and click on FAQs.

LANDOWNER
LIABILITY

Landowners permitting
use of their property
for recreation without
charging a fee are not
liable for injuries to
recreational users of
the property exceptin
cases of willful, wanton,
or reckless conduct by
the owner. (MGL Ch. 21§ 17C)

2016 Guide to Hunting, Fishing and Trapping
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PLANTATION

MIDWAY, ALABAMA
Est. 1954

Hunt prime land in
Barbour & Bullock Counties.

« Highest deer density in Alabama. Coyotes and bobcats
no charge, no limit (with paid deer hunt).
+ 6,000 acre family-owned plantation. NO LEASED LAND.

«50 Food Plots with elevated shooting houses
surrounded by pines and oak bottoms.

«New cottages with private bedrooms and baths.
First class lodge. All meals included.

- Great family hunting experience with
true southern hospitality

Visitusat www.pa-ko.com
To plan your hunt, call ). Paul Taylorat 877.539.5699

Northern Plains Outfitters, Inc. is nestled in the
rolling prairies and vast corn fields of beautiful
Northeast South Dakota. We offer some of the
finest Pheasant Hunting, Archery Whitetail
Hunting and South Dakota Bison Hunting fo
be found anywhere in the World!

605-380-9971

www.NorthernPlainsOutfitters.com
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HUNTING PROHIBITIONS
e Artificial lights for hunting any bird or
mammal except raccoon and opossum.

e Baiting migratory game birds, wild
turkey, bear, or deer during or within
10 days of the start of the season. This
does not apply to the hunting of crows.

e Careless or negligent use of firearms.

e Choke traps, leghold traps, or nets for
taking any bird or mammal.

e Crossbows are allowed for certain
disabled persons only (see Archery,
page 26).

e Decoys for hunting deer.

e Discharge of any firearm or release
of any arrow upon or across any state
or hard-surfaced highway, or within
150 feet of any such highway, or pos-
session of a loaded firearm, discharge
of a firearm, or hunting on the land
of another within 500 feet of any
dwelling or building in use, except as
authorized by the owner or occupant
thereof. See page 30 for additional
firearms regulations.

e Electronic calls for hunting migratory
game birds, wild turkey, or deer. This
does not apply to the hunting of crows.

e Ferrets: It is unlawful to hunt with a
ferret. Possession of non-vaccinated/
unneutered ferrets/fitches without a
permit is unlawful.

TRANSPORT OF FISH
AND WILDLIFE

Itis a violation of Federal
Law to transportillegally
taken fish or wildlife across
state lines. For additional
information contact the
U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service,
Office of Law Enforcement,
(617) 889-6616.

It is unlawful to hunt, trap, or
fish for any birds, mammals,
reptiles, or amphibians not
listed within this Guide or in
the Massachusetts Migratory
Game Bird Regulations.

e Firearms other than shotguns and
bows and arrows are prohibited on
WMAS stocked with pheasant or quail
during the pheasant and quail season.

e Hunting on posted land without
permission.

e Hunting on Sunday.

e Importation, transportation, libera-
tion, or possession of any live ver-
tebrate protected under MGL Ch. 131
except under permit from the Director.

e Itisillegal to import, process, or possess
whole carcasses or parts of any cervids
(members of the deer family) from states
or provinces where Chronic Wasting
Disease has been detected (including
NY and PA). It is legal to import deer
meat that is de-boned, cleaned skull
caps, hides without the head, or a fixed
taxidermy mount. No live deer, of any
species, may be brought into Massa-
chusetts for any purpose.

e Intoxication and drugs: No person
under the influence of intoxicating
liquor or drugs shall hunt, target shoot,
carry a firearm, bow and arrow, or
other weapon.

e Loaded shotgun or rifle in or on any
motor vehicle, recreational vehicle
(including snowmobiles), aircraft or
motor boat, except as stated in the Migra-
tory Game Bird Hunting Regulations.

e Machine guns, fully-automatic fire-
arms, any tracer or incendiary ammu-
nition for hunting.

e Motor vehicles, off-highway vehicles
(including snowmobiles), and/or air-
craft for hunting any bird or mammal.

e Possession of any protected wildlife
and/or wild plants, dead or alive, taken
from the wild, except by permit.

e Possession of rifles, handguns, or dogs
in any woodland or field, or use of
same on any game, is prohibited dur-
ing the shotgun deer season except
that the use of dogs is lawful for hunt-
ing waterfowl on coastal waters.

e Power or sailboats for hunting birds
except when beached or tied to a blind
or for retrieving injured birds.

e Removal of any mammal from walls,
or holes in trees, ground, or logs.

e Rifles chambered to take ammunition

larger than .22 caliber long rifle rimfire,
and pistols and revolvers chambered to

www.mass.gov/masswildlife

Itisillegalto hunt MOOSE.

take ammunition larger than .38 cali-
ber, between the hours of /2 hour after
sunset and 12 hour before sunrise.

e Sale of all species of mammals and
birds or parts thereof, except unpro-
cessed heads, hides, and hooves of deer.

e Shotgun ammunition: Except as pro-
vided below, no species other than
deer, coyote, or waterfowl may be
hunted or taken with shot larger than
#1 birdshot. Except during the pre-
scribed open season when deer may
be hunted lawfully with a shotgun, a
person shall not have in his possession
a shotgun shell loaded with a rifled
slug, single ball, buckshot of any size,
or any shot larger than or equal to air
rifle shot in any place where birds or
mammals may be found except on a
skeet, trap, or target range between
sunrise and sunset, or except for the
hunting of coyotes (a) during the pre-
scribed open season for coyotes with
shot not larger than FF; or (b) during
the shotgun deer season when coy-
otes may be hunted only with archery,
muzzleloader, or shotgun—using slugs,
buckshot, or shot of any size; or, except
as specified in the annual Migratory
Game Bird Hunting Regulations.

e Swivel or pivot guns for hunting any
bird.

e Taking nests, destroying, or disturbing
eggs or nests of birds.

e Target shooting on Sunday except on
one’s own property or on a recognized
trap, skeet, or rifle range.

e Traps for taking birds except under
permit. All traps except cage or box
traps and common mouse or rat traps
are unlawful for the taking of fur-
bearing mammals.

e Vandalism or damage to property or
livestock.

PENALTIES: License revoked for one year
in addition to other penalties; fines of
up to $1,000, restitutions, and /or 1 year
in jail. Careless and negligent use of
firearms; fines of up to $500 and/or 6
months imprisonment and loss of license
for 5 years.

MA Division of Fisheries & Wildlife


http://www.mass.gov/masswildlife

Hunting ‘ﬂ
OPEN SEASON DAILY BAG POSSESSION ANNUAL
(All Dates Inclusive) LIMIT LIMIT LIMIT

First Season
Second Season

Black Bear Zones 1-14

Shotgun Season

Sept. 6 - Sept. 24
Nov. 7 - Nov. 26

See "Black Bear," below. 1

Nov. 28 - Dec. 10

(restrictions apply*)

*Hunters must wear 500 square inches of hunter orange on their head, chest and back. Rifles and handguns prohibited.

Photo © Bill Byrne

BLACK BEAR

Permit required (see page 13). Limit
one bear per year. Hunting only with
rifle .23 caliber or larger; muzzleloader
.44-775 caliber, fired from the shoul-
der, using a single projectile; bows, draw
weight 40 Ibs. or greater; revolvers .357
Magnum or .40 caliber or larger; or shot-
gun, no larger than 10 gauge, includ-
ing shotguns with a rifled bore, slugs
or single ball only. Hunting implements
are restricted by season, see table below.
Revolvers permitted during first season
only, shotguns permitted during shot-
gun season only. Use of dogs for training
or hunting is prohibited (see Hunting
Dogs on page 26). Baiting of bears is
prohibited. During the shotgun season
hunters must wear 500 square inches of
hunter orange on their head, chest, and
back; rifles and handguns are prohibited;

shotguns, muzzleloaders, and archery
equipment allowed. Hunting hours close
15 hour after sunset except as noted in
WMA Reg. #10 (page 27). Successful
hunters must immediately fill out and
detach bear tag from permit and attach
tag to bear prior to moving it, and then
must check/report their harvest within
48 hours by EITHER 1) reporting online
and writing the harvest report confir-
mation number on tag attached to the
bear (see page 31 for details), or 2)
bringing the bear to an official check
station. Bear can only be field dressed,
must not be concealed (bear or part of
bear must remain open to view during
transport), and must remain intact or
whole (do not skin, butcher, or take to
a taxidermist for mounting) until it has
been checked/reported.

HOW OLD IS THAT BEAR?
MassWildlife collects bear teeth to deter-
mine the age structure of the harvest.
Contribute to the scientific management
of the MA Black Bear population! Fol-
low the instructions below and you will
receive a letter in June or July with the
age of your harvested bear.

1 Remove either the left or right pre-
molar (see photo), the small tooth
just behind the canine. Using a small
sharp knife, or a sharp 4-inch wood
chisel, slide the blade down the side of
the tooth and cut or separate the gum

ALLOWABLE HUNTING IMPLEMENTS FOR BEAR SEASONS

Rifle*
Revolver
Muzzleloader*
Archery
Shotgun

ANANIN

HUNTING
IMPLEMENT | FIRST SEASON | SECOND SEASON | SHOTGUN SEASON
v v

v v
v v
v

*Except on WMAs stocked with pheasant or quail during pheasant or quail season.

2016 Guide to Hunting, Fishing and Trapping

tissue where it sticks to the tooth.
Using small needle-nose pliers or the
pliers on your multi-tool, wiggle the
tooth slightly until you can pull it out
of the jawbone and the gum. The root
is the most important part; go slow
and be careful not to break this very
small tooth.

Put the tooth in a small envelope or
bag and mark it with your name, mail-
ing address, customer ID number, and
confirmation number (or seal number)
of your bear. Enclose everything in a
regular mailing envelope and send it
to: Black Bear Aging, MA DFW, 1 Rab-
bit Hill Rd., Westborough, MA 01581.

ANIMALS TAGGED
FOR RESEARCH

Some bear, deer, coyotes,
and other animals may have
ear tags or radio collars. It

is legal to harvest them. If
you find or take one of these
animals, contact DFW'’s Field
Headquarters (508) 389-6300
immediately. You will be
asked for information that will
help biologists determine
the source and status of
these animals AND you

will be asked to return the
equipment to the DFW. Thank
you for your cooperation.

33
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UPLAND GAME BIRDS*
Spring: Zones 1-13

Wild Turkey Fall: Zones 1-13
Youth Hunt: Zones 1-13
Crow
Pheasant
Youth Hunt
Quail Zones 11-14
Ruffed Grouse

OPEN SEASON DAILY BAG | POSSESSION | SEASON
(All Dates Inclusive) LIMIT LIMIT LIMIT

April 25 - May 21
Oct. 24 - Nov. 5
April 23 (see box below)

Jan. 1 - April 9
July 1 - April 10, 2017

Oct. 15 - Nov. 26
See page 47.
Oct. 15 - Nov. 26
Oct. 15 - Nov. 26

Upland game bird hunting is closed during shotgun deer season.
* Migratory game birds (includes waterfowl, woodcock, snipe, rails): Seasons set annually. see Migratory Game Bird Abstract posted in the spring.

CROW

May be hunted on Fridays, Saturdays,
and Mondays only during the open sea-
son. Electronic calls, rifles, and bait are
permissible. Hunting hours close 2 hour
after sunset except as noted in WMA
Reg. #10 (see page 27). Crow hunt-
ing season may coincide with the Youth
Deer hunt, special restrictions apply, see
page 30.

PHEASANT

Cocks and hens may be hunted on all
WMAs statewide. Only cocks can be
hunted eastward of the zone from the
New Hampshire border south on I-95
to 1-495, south on I-495 to 1-95, north
on I-95 to [-93/128, east on 1-93/128 to

YOUNG ADULT
TURKEY HUNT
REQUIREMENTS

To participate, Hunter Ed.
graduates age 12 to 17
must complete the youth
turkey hunt program
(details on page 47).

All past participants
MUST complete and mail
in the past participant
application which can be
found at mass.gov/dfw/
pastparticipantapp.
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Rt. 3, south on Rt. 3 to Rt. 228, north on
Rt. 228 to the Hull town line, includ-
ing the town of Hull and also in Dukes
and Nantucket counties. See WMA Reg.
#9-11 (page 27).

QUAIL

Zones 11-14 only (see page 28). See
WMA Reg. #9-11 (page 27).

RUFFED GROUSE
See WMA Reg. #9-11 (page 27).

WILD TURKEY

Permit required. Official safety sticker
must be adhered to firearm such that it is
visible to the hunter when sighting down
the barrel (typically placed on the tang).
If new or replacement sticker is needed,
send self-addressed, stamped envelope to
any DFW office. Spring hunting hours: 12
hour before sunrise to 12:00 noon. Fall
hunting hours: 12 hour before sunrise to
15 hour after sunset except as noted in
WMA Reg. #10 (page 27).

Bag Limit: Annual limit of 2 wild tur-
keys total, only one turkey may be har-
vested per day; EITHER (a) 2 bearded
birds in spring season (1 per day) with
NO fall bird allowed, OR (b) 1 bearded
bird in spring season, and 1 bird of either
sex in fall season. No hunter may take
2 birds in the fall season. Hunting only
with shotguns no larger than 10 gauge
or .775 caliber smoothbore muzzleload-
ing shotguns using #4-#7 size shot, and
with archery equipment (see ARCHERY
pg. 26). Use of electronic calls, dogs,

www.mass.gov/masswildlife

See "Wild Turkey," below.

2 4 6
4 8 20
3 6 15

bait, and driving turkeys is prohibited.
Successful hunters must fill out tag
attached to permit and immediately
(prior to moving) attach it to turkey, and
must check/report their harvest within
48 hours by EITHER 1) reporting online
and writing the assigned confirmation
number on tag attached to turkey (see
page 31 for details), or 2) bringing
the turkey to an official check station.

SPECIAL UPLAND BIRD

HUNTING OPTION

Licensed hunters may submit an applica-
tion to DFW District offices for a free 1
day permit that allows the private pur-
chase, liberation, and hunting of ring-
necked pheasants and/or bobwhite quail
on selected WMAs (see list below) from
January 1 - March 31. If purchasing
birds from out of state, a separate impor-
tation permit is required. Permits are
issued on a first-come, first-served basis;
only one party may schedule a hunt on
each specific WMA per day. There is no
minimum or maximum stocking limit,
or daily/season bag limit. For a complete
list of procedures and locations available
for this permit, contact any DFW District
office (see page 5). Locations include:
Crane WMA and Erwin Wilder WMA (SE
District), Bolton Flats WMA and Winni-
musset WMA (Central District), Martin
Burns WMA (NE District), Herm Covey
WMA (CT Valley District), Housatonic
Valley WMA (Western District).

MA Division of Fisheries & Wildlife
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Photos © Bill Byrne
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DIFFERENCES BETWEEN HENS (FEMALES) AND TOMS (MALES) during the spring hunting season: A small proportion of female
turkeys may have a beard and therefore can be legally harvested. However, their loss reduces the reproductive potential of
the turkey population. To avoid misidentification, use the following features to accurately identify a tom from a hen.

i
i
TOM FEATURE

Red, blue, or white colors with snood Head

Dark, brown-black Body

Long bristle/filament like beard Beard

Present Spurs

Gobble, drum Calls

Strut with tail fanned and wings dropped Strut

Larger than hen Size

MIGRATORY GAME BIRD REGULATIONS
ALL migratory game bird hunters must complete a Harvest Information Program (H.1.P.)
Survey for each calendar year. This includes woodcock, rail, snipe, and coot hunters.
Complete the survey when you purchase your license, or when you purchase your state
waterfowl stamp. A "waterfowl stamp” or a “H.I.P. Survey Completed” notation will
appear on your license. A separate H.I.P. survey must be completed for each state in
which you hunt migratory game birds.

Migratory Game Bird Hunting regulations are released in a separate pub-
lication. New in 2016: Seasons and bag limits will be set in the spring. See
mass.gov/dfw/migratory-bird-hunting for more information.

YOUTH WATERFOWL HUNT DATES

Two days are set aside prior to the waterfowl hunting seasons for young hunters ages
12-15. Youth hunters must be accompanied by a licensed adult hunter with a valid
Massachusetts waterfowl stamp. The young hunter and accompanying adult may
have only one firearm between them. The adult may not hunt and may carry the
firearm only when it is unloaded and cased. No license or stamp needed for youths
ages 12-14. License and Massachusetts waterfowl stamp needed for youths age 15.
No federal stamp required. All other hunting regulations apply.

A Waterfowl Consumption
Advisory is in effect for the
Housatonic River due to PCBs.

For more information call the MA
Department of Public Health at

(617) 624-5757 or visit mass.gov/dph.

2016 Guide to Hunting, Fishing and Trapping

Blue-gray, no snood
Light, rusty brown
Usually no beard
Usually absent
Yelps, clucks, cuts
Do not strut, or fan tail

/2 to ?/3 size of Tom

BEAR
4-Day Guided Deer/Bear Combo
$800/Pcrson Spring Turkey Special
$650/Person 3-Day Guided Hunt
~'Includes Meals & Llodging! ~

315.360.7113

www.BigGameHuntingNY.com

P.O. Box 1526
Richficld Springs, NY
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http://biggamehuntingny.com
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OPEN SEASON DAILY BAG POSSESSION
(All Dates Inclusive) LIMIT LIMIT SEASON LIMIT

Youth Deer Hunt October 1 See "Deer," below and pages 38-39.
Dear Paraplegic Hunt Nov. 3 - Nov. 5
Archery Oct. 17 - Nov. 26
See "Deer," below and pages 38-39.
Shotgun Nov. 28 - Dec. 10
Primitive Firearms Dec. 12 - Dec. 31
DEER to take antlerless deer during any deer

Hunting hours begin 12 hour before sun-
rise and close Y2 hour after sunset except
as noted in WMA Reg. #10 (page 27).

ANTLERED DEER: Any deer with at least
1 antler 3 inches long measured on a
straight line from the center of the front
base of the antler burr to the tip.

ANTLERLESS DEER: Any deer without ant-
lers or both antlers less than 3 inches
long measured on a straight line from
the center of the front base of the ant-
ler burr to the tip. A permit is required

Working for an American Tradition ...

season. To apply for an antlerless deer
permit, hunters must apply online or at
a license vendor by July 16. Hunters may
only apply for 1 permit in a specific Wild-
life Management Zone (see WMZ map,
page 28). The application is submit-
ted through the MassFishHunt system
by any license vendor, or online via a
computer. To obtain a permit, applicants
must return to the MassFishHunt system
during the Instant Award period (Aug. 1 -
Dec. 31) and try to draw an antlerless deer
permit in the zone to which they applied.
Notification of whether the applicant was

National Spokesperson Travis ‘T-Bone” Turner has

10 Reasons to start a WTU Chapter

Generate money for local conservation

Recoghnition in your community as a conservationist
Sponsor a local Kids on Target Shooting event

Local youth participation in My First Deer program
Protect your local deer herd with Whitetail Watch
Create a local college scholarship fund

Improve hunter/landowner relations with Project POLITE
Support local hunter education courses

Exclusive membership benefits for local members

The satisfaction of supporting and belonging

to the nation’s premier whitetail organization

Get involved!

1 antlered deer OR
1 antlerless deer in Zone
specified in permit during season

2 antlered deer +
antlerless deer by permit

successful or not will be instant. Selec-
tion is random and the odds of drawing
a permit remain the same throughout
the Instant Award period. Instant Award
permit issuance is NOT first-come-first-
served. The odds of drawing a permit
depend on the number of antlerless deer
permits issued for a given zone and
the number of hunters that applied for
that zone. Successful applicants will be
assessed a $5.00 fee and may print the
permit immediately or at a later date.
Any permits for undersubscribed zones
will go on sale in October with details
announced in September.

Education ¢ Habitat Conservation ¢ Hunting Tradition

Call WTU’s New England Fleld Dlrector
Bill Bailey at (413) 244-2304



http://www.whitetailsunlimited.com

NOTE: Antlerless deer permits are valid
during any deer season in the specified
zone only (see Zone map, page 28) and
must be in the hunter’s possession while
deer hunting. Each antlerless deer permit
is valid for one antlerless deer. A hunter
may possess antlerless deer permits for
more than one zone (e.g., drawing a Zone
5 with Instant Award and purchased an
additional antlerless deer permit for an
undersubscribed zone, such as Zone 14).

TAGGING AND CHECKING REQUIREMENTS:
Successful hunters must immediately
fill out and detach paper tag from per-
mit/license and attach tag to deer prior
to moving it, and then must check/
report their harvest within 48 hours by
EITHER 1) reporting online and writing
the harvest confirmation number on the
tag attached to the deer (see page 31
for details), or 2) checking the deer at
an official check station. EXCEPTION:
All deer harvested during the 2-week
shotgun season must be brought to an
official check station. Until checked/
reported, the deer or part of deer must

RESNOUINENHIERS

Affordable trophy whitetail hunts in N.W. Missouri

176 B&C 7

5-Day, Fully Guided, Fair Chase Hunts
with Lodging start at only $1,700.00!

Thousands of private acres.
No trophy fees or hidden charges.

YES YOU CAN!
Ray: 786-319-1367 John: 786-394-3536

WvaAraindjeliitfitteiFSEcein

remain open to view during transport
AND must remain intact or whole (may
be field-dressed, but not butchered,
skinned, or taken to a taxidermist for
mounting).

DURING SHOTGUN DEER SEASON hunters
may use shotguns no larger than 10
gauge, bows and arrows, or muzzle-
loaders not smaller than .44 caliber, or
larger than .775 caliber. Hunters may

Hunting

use modern muzzleloaders, hinge action
muzzleloaders, muzzleloaders with tele-
scopic sights, and sabot rounds. Rifled
barrel shotguns are legal during shotgun
deer season.

All hunters, including bowhunters,
must wear a minimum of 500 square
inches of “hunter orange” on their head,
chest, and back during shotgun and
muzzleloader seasons. Cap and vest will
suffice.

SPECIAL HUNTS

e Quabbin Controlled Deer Hunt, see page 39

¢ Paraplegic Sportsmen's Deer Hunt, Nov. 3-Nowv. 5, 2014, see page 38

¢ Youth Pheasant Hunt, see page 47

¢ Youth Turkey Hunt, see page 47

e Youth Deer Hunt, see page 38

e Youth Waterfowl Hunting Dates, see Migratory Game Bird
Hunting Regulations (available in Spring of 2016)

e Special Upland Game Bird Hunt, see page 34

Powderhorn Outfitters

210 Barnstable Rd
Hyannis, MA 02601
(508) 775-8975
Fax (508) 771-8856

Mark Cohen, Proprietor

www.powderhornoutfitters.com
o FISHING BAIT & TACKLE
« GUNS & AMMO
« ANTIQUE WEAPONS
« RELOADING EQUIPMENT
« ARCHERY SUPPLIES

« LAW ENFORCEMENT

&
-
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The possession of rifles, handguns,
or dogs in any woodland or field, or use
of same on any game, is prohibited dur-
ing the shotgun deer season (youth deer
hunt included) except that the use of
dogs is lawful for hunting waterfowl on
coastal waters.

YOUTH DEER HUNT: Youth aged 12-17 may
participate; permit required, see Minors
on page 12 for licensing requirements.
Youth Deer Hunt Permits are free and
available only at MassWildlife offices
and sporting license vendors; permits
not available online. Permits are avail-
able beginning August 1. The Youth Deer
Hunt Permit with its accompanying tag is
valid only for the day of the Youth Deer
Hunt and cannot be used during any
other deer hunting seasons. Shotgun,
muzzleloader, or bow and arrow may be
used. When a minor is accompanied by
an adult, only one hunting implement
between them is permitted. Accompa-
nying adults may not use any hunting
implements. Bag Limit: The Youth Deer
Permit allows the taking of either one

mm

AMERICA'S BEST DEHYDRATOR

antlered deer statewide OR one antlerless
deer in the Wildlife Management Zone (s)
specified on the Permit. All youth hunt-
ers and any accompanying adults must
wear at least 500 square inches of blaze
orange on the chest, back, and head. All
harvest reporting requirements apply.

PARAPLEGIC SPORTSMEN'S HUNT: There
is a special deer hunt for paraplegic
sportsmen Nov. 3-5, 2016. Contact DFW
Field Headquarters (508) 389-6300 or
visit mass.gov/masswildlife for more
information.

ARCHERY DEER SEASON: Archery Stamp
required. Archers shall not possess fire-
arms on their person or use dogs. Arrows
must be well-sharpened steel broadhead
blades no less than 7/8 inches in width.
Expanding broadheads and mechani-
cal releases are legal. All bows, except
permitted crossbows, used for hunting
deer (recurve, long, and compound) must
have a draw weight of at least 40 Ibs. at
28 inches or at peak draw. Blaze orange
is not required except as noted in WMA

PIIESEIWE YOUR WILD liAME

Marinate, Dehydrate, Eat or Store

> DEER

> BUFFALO
> TURKEY
> SALMON

> BEEF
> BEAR

& SPECIALS FOR SPORTSMEN

Jww.excaliburdehydrator.com/hunter-specials
FREE GROUND SHIPPING IN THE CONTINENTAL US

> WATERFOWL
> SMALL GAME

Meals

1

- SOUT
SPORTSMAN

Hunting Lodge, Inc.

* Father/Son Hunts

® Corporate Discoun 5
for 6 or more

® Great Prices!
(No Trophy Fees)

® Great Lodging {”
With Excellent

Book your Ly[etzme/i/lmory
www.southernhunting.com
William Lyon 334-467-1830
Dave Lyon 334-412-3368
— Alabama’s Black Belt —

Reg. #11 (page 27). See page 26 for
more archery information.

PRIMITIVE FIREARMS DEER SEASON: Primitive
Firearms Stamp required. Hunters may
use only shoulder-fired muzzleloaders
.44 caliber to .775 caliber; barrel length
18 inches or more with only one barrel
operational. Inline ignition systems are
permitted providing rifle loads from the
muzzle. Single projectile only (no buck-
shot). Sabot rounds, 209 primers, break/
hinge-action muzzleloaders, and scopes
are legal. Powder limited to black powder
or black powder substitutes. A muzzle-
loader is considered unloaded when cap
or pan powder is removed. Archers may
hunt during the muzzleloader firearms
season but must purchase a Primitive
Firearms Stamp. All deer hunters must
wear at least 500 square inches of hunter
orange on head, back, and chest.

DAILY BAG: The daily bag limit is deter-
mined by the number of valid tags or
permits a hunter possesses and whether
or not the hunter has checked/reported

¥
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NO HUNTING ON SUNDAY

any deer. No hunter may have more than
2 unreported deer in possession at any
time, with the exception of Zones 13 and
14, where no hunter may have more than
4 unreported deer in possession at any
time. All deer must be checked/reported
within 48 hours of being killed.

SEASON LIMIT: Two antlered deer, and as

many antlerless deer as the hunter has

valid permits. NOTE:

e Hunters may purchase additional ant-
lerless deer permits for available zones.

e Hunters may take a maximum of 2
deer in the Quabbin Reservation. Ant-
lerless deer taken in the Quabbin are
not considered part of the statewide
bag limit. Antlered deer taken in the
Quabbin are considered part of the
statewide bag limit.

DRIVING DEER while hunting is lawful.
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BAITING OF DEER is prohibited during any
deer season and any bait made avail-
able to deer must be removed 10 days
prior to the opening of the first day of
archery deer season. Bait includes any
natural or artificial substance which may
be ingested that is used to entice deer.

IMPORTATION OF DEER PARTS from states or
provinces where Chronic Wasting Dis-
ease (CWD) has been detected (including
NY, PA, VA, WV, and MD) is illegal. It
is legal to import deboned meat, cleaned
skull caps, hides without the head, or a
fixed taxidermy mount. No live deer, of
any species, may be brought into Mas-
sachusetts for any purpose.

QUABBIN CONTROLLED DEER HUNT: Call the
Department of Conservation and Recre-
ation at (413) 323-7221 or mass.gov/dcr
in July for information. Must submit an
application by Aug. 15.

Follow

MAKE YOUR OWN WILD GAME
SUMMER SAUSAGE AND SALAMI.
WE HAVE EVERTHING YOU NEED TO PROCESS

YOUR MEAT INTO DELICIOUS SAUSAGE
RIGHT IN YOUR OWN HOME.

o p P -

Butcher & Packer Supply

COMPLETE KITS STARTING AT $13.95
P.O.Box 71748
Madison Heights, Michigan 48071

Call 1-800-521-3188

www.butcher-packer.com

e=ms

_ for YOUNGSTERS, 21 & UNDER, with
" LIFE-THREATENING ILLNESSES ﬁ 4

NTING

on facebook.

~

Join the conversation with

1.5 Million hunting fans!

Join today!
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RABBITS & SQUIRRELS

Cottontal 2o i

el Zones 13 and 14
Zones 1-4

Snowshoe Hare Zones 5-12

Zones 13 and 14

Jackrabbit Zone 14
. Zones 1-9
Gray Squirrel Zones 10-14

OPEN SEASON DAILY BAG POSSESSION SEASON
(All Dates Inclusive) LIMIT LIMIT LIMIT

Jan. 1 - Feb. 29

Oct. 15 - Feb. 28, 2017 5
Jan. 1 - Feb. 29 5
Nov. 16 - Feb 28, 2017
Jan. 1 - Feb. 29 9
Oct. 15 - Feb. 28, 2017
Jan.1-Feb.5 )
Oct. 15 - Feb. 4, 2017
Jan. 1 - Feb. 5 )
Nov. 15 - Feb. 4, 2017
Nov. 15 - Dec. 31 1
Sept. 12 - Jan. 2, 2017 5
Oct. 15 - Jan. 2, 2017 5

Rabbit, jackrabbit, hare, and squirrel hunting are closed during shotgun deer season.

GRAY SQUIRREL

Rifles and handguns of any caliber per-
mitted in Zones 1-9, prohibited in Zones
10-14 (see page 28). No trapping or
netting. Shotgun or bow and arrow only
during the pheasant and quail seasons
on WMAs stocked with pheasant or quail
(see WMA Regulation #9, page 27).
Hunting hours !2 hour before sunrise to

Quail Ridge
Kennel & Preserve

www.QuailRidgeKennelandPreserve.com
5 We offer German Shortt
quality bloodlines, occa
finished dogs are available.

ir pups from high
nally started or

# Custom guided hunts on our exquisite shooting

t=3 t=]

preserve guarantee a satisfying yield of pheasant
and chukar partridge.

# Professional training for all sporting breeds.

oming shop and all breed boarding.

Contact Steve Hopko for details 860.684.2252

1, hour after sunset except on Wildlife
Management Areas where pheasant or
quail are stocked during the open season
on pheasant and quail, when hunting
hours are from sunrise to sunset (see
WMA Regulation #9-11, page 27).
Gray squirrel hunting season may coin-
cide with the Youth Deer hunt, special
restrictions apply, see page 30.

10 =

10 =

10 =

RABBIT, HARE, AND JACKRABBIT
Hunting hours !2 hour before sunrise to
midnight except on certain WMAs (see
WMA Regulation #10 Page 27).

FALCONRY

Hunting with birds of prey is allowed under a special permit

from the DFW; see dates and regulations in the Migratory Bird
Regulations issued in spring. Contact DFW Field Headquarters
(508) 389-6300 or visit mass.gov/masswildlife for more information.

RECREATIONAL VEHICLES

(ATVs, OHVs, dirt bikes, etc.)

Itis illegal to operate any motorized vehicle on any WMA or
other property owned or controlled by the DFW; and on most
state park and state forest lands. ltis illegal to operate these
vehicles on private lands without the written permission of the
landowner. Penalties for violations have been increased in recent
years. Age restrictions apply; operators under the age of 18

must take a safety course. For more information, contact the MA
Environmental Police Communication Center at 1-800-632-8075, or
go to mass.gov/ole and click on the Safety Bureau link.

A portion of the revenue from vehicle registration is used to
support legal riding opportunities; to find a list of State Parks
and Forests that allow OHV operation visit: www.mass.gov/dcr/

recreate/orv.htm.

www.mass.gov/masswildlife

MA Division of Fisheries & Wildlife
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[ NASSACHUSET TS
\X/ ILDLIFE

Four Issues Per Year

TRADITION: Sixty years at the forefront of superb
wildlife reporting.
BEAUTY: Exceptional nature photography.
VARIETY: From Cape Cod beaches to the Berkshire Hills.
ACTION: Tips on hunting, fishing, wildlife viewing;
follow biologists in the field.
VALUE: Four Issues for $6 — Eight Issues only $10!

r
I Photocopy, or Clip and Mail! Subscribe today to your outdoor magazine.
Yes! I want Massachusetts Wildlife!

Send check or money order to:

I
Start my subscription with the next issue. I M ASSACHUSETTS \X/ ILDLIFE
I Name I Division of Fisheries & Wildlife
| Address | 251 Causeway St., Suite 400, Boston, MA 02114
. | Attn: Magazine Sales
| City State Zip |  (make checks out to Comm. of MA-DFW-magazine)
Lo AB2016

Massachusetts manages 432 species of rare

5 - - — '
= . - ‘
"Help save rare'plants and ani sachusets manages 432 spciesof o
> W 2 Sy oy vy animals and plants. Census, inventory, an
- ;-.m your State taX rEturm research are high priority needs for these
- W“—‘-"f« s species.
aY e ‘ MassWildlife's Natural Heritage & Endangered
Species Program protects these species and

their habitats to preserve the biological
diversity of the Commonwealth.

As a citizen of Massachusetts you can help
protect these rare animals and plants by
contributing on your state income tax form,
or by donating directly to:

NATURAL HERITAGE &
ENDANGERED SPECIES FUND

Please make checks payable to the
Comm. of MA—NHESP and mail to:
NHESP FUND, DFW Field Headquarters,
1 Rabbit Hill Road
Westborough, MA 01581

Thank you!

2016 Guide to Hunting, Fishing and Trapping 41



” Hunting

FURBEARERS

Bobcat Zones 1-8
Coyote
Fox (red or gray)

Raccoon

Opossum

Massachusetts
Sportsmen’s Council

Serving Massachusetts’ Sportsmen
Since 1929
www.masportsmen.org

48 Huntin the
'Field Trial Capital
& of'the World
2 Day | Full Day | Multi-Day

ous Sweet Home Alahama
3-Day Quail Tournaments

- Unlimited Birds (no overage charges)
' No Cleaning Fees

SOUTHERN
OUTDOORS
Wildlife Plantation

Union Springs, AL | 334.738.5066
Support@GreatSouthernQutdoors.com

GreatSouthernOutdoors.com

Oct 25-Feb 10

8 pt. or larger,'2 does

bgobblers per.3 days

Hord& of the Alabama

World ChampionS==_ =8
Bowhunter Tournament
Dec 1- 1015

OPEN SEASON DAILY BAG POSSESSION SEASON
(All Dates Inclusive) LIMIT LIMIT LIMIT

Jan. 1 - Mar. 8

Dec. 20 - Mar. 8, 2017 B
Jan.1-Mar. 8

Oct. 15 - Mar. 8, 2017 B
Jan. 1 - Feb. 29

Nov. 1 - Feb 28, 2017 3
Jan. 1 -Jan. 30 5

Oct. 1 - Jan. 31, 2017
Jan. 1 -Jan. 30

Oct. 1 - Jan. 31, 2017

BOBCAT

Hunting hours 2 hour before sunrise to
12 hour after sunset. Hunting is limited to
Zones 1-8. It is illegal to use dogs for bob-
cat hunting. All bobcats taken or salvaged
must be checked within 4 working days of
the end of the season (see page 44) at
an official check station. Bobcats cannot
be reported online.

COYOTE & FOX

Hunting hours begin /2 hour before sunrise
and end at midnight, except 1) on WMAs
stocked with pheasant or quail during the
pheasant and quail season when hunting
hours begin at sunrise and end at sunset
and, 2) when hunting coyote during the
shotgun deer season (see below). Coyote
and fox may be hunted with shotguns,
muzzleloaders, and archery, as well as
rifles and handguns with special nighttime
restrictions (see page 32). Coyotes may
be hunted with shotguns using numbered
or lettered birdshot (= 0.230 inch pellet
diameter; up to FF), except during the shot-
gun deer season (see below). Fox may be
hunted with numbered birdshot only (=<
0.160 inch pellet diameter). It is legal to
hunt coyote and fox using bait, decoys,
electronic or manual calls, and dogs. Arti-
ficial lights are prohibited. Coyote and fox
pelts/carcasses must be checked/reported
within 4 working days of the end of the
season by either 1) checking them at an
official check station (see page 44), or
2) reporting them online and writing the
harvest confirmation number on a tag
of your own making, then attaching the
tag to the carcass or pelt (see page 44
for details). Confirmation numbers must
remain attached to all pelts/carcasses, with
the specific confirmation number issued
for each particular pelt or carcass, until

www.mass.gov/masswildlife

the carcass is prepared for mounting by a
taxidermist, or the pelt is sold or tanned.

During the shotgun deer season it is
legal to hunt coyotes, but not fox; however
the following additional regulations apply:
e Hunting hours begin 2 hour before

sunrise and end Y2 hour after sunset.

e Use of manual or electronic calls and
dogs are prohibited.

e Rifles and handguns are prohibited.

e Shotguns and muzzleloaders loaded
with slugs, single balls, or buckshot
are permitted.

e All hunters must wear a minimum of
500 square inches of hunter orange on
their head, chest, and back.

RACCOON

Limit of 3 raccoons from sunset of 1 day
to sunset of the following day by 1 person;
limit of 6 by 2 or more persons hunting in
the same group. Night hunting on WMAs
(except Delaney and Flint Pond WMAs) is
permitted from sunset to sunrise except
during the pheasant and quail season
on areas stocked with pheasant or quail,
when raccoon may be hunted only from
9pm to 3am. Raccoon hunting season may
coincide with the Youth Deer hunt, special
restrictions apply, see page 30.

OPOSSUM

No bag limit on opossum. Night hunting
on WMAs (except Delaney and Flint Pond
WMA:s) is permitted from sunset to sun-
rise except during the pheasant and quail
season on WMAs stocked with pheasant or
quail, when opossum may be hunted only
from 9pm to 3am. Opossum hunting season
may coincide with the Youth Deer hunt,
special restrictions apply, see page 30.

MA Division of Fisheries & Wildlife
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FURBEARERS - TRAPPING

Bobcat™? Coyote’, Fox', Weasel
Fisher!
Mink', River Otter

Beaver

Muskrat, Opossum,
Raccoon, Skunk

1 - Pelt sealing required; see page 44.
2 - Bobcats may only be trapped in zones 1-8

BOBCAT

Bobcat may be taken by trapping or sal-
vaged in Wildlife Management Zones
1-8. All bobcats taken or salvaged must
be checked within 4 working days of the
end of the season at an official check sta-
tion. Bobcats cannot be reported online.

MANDATORY TRAPPER EDUCATION
First time trappers and Problem Animal
Control agents are required to successfully
complete a Trapper Education course from
any U.S. state and be issued a certificate

OPEN SEASON
(All Dates Inclusive)

Nov. T - Nov. 30
Nov. 1 - Nov. 22
Nov. 1 - Dec. 15
Jan. 1 - April 15
Nov. 1 - April 15, 2017
Jan. 1 - Feb. 29

Nov. 1 - Feb. 28, 2017

of completion of such training in order to
obtain a trap registration certificate. To
be notified about DFW Trapper Education
courses call the Hunter Education program
at (508) 389-7820 or fill out a course noti-
fication form online at the DFW website.

There is also mandatory training for
anyone planning to use a Bailey or Han-
cock trap. Bailey and Hancock traps may
not be used, set, tended, or placed unless
the trapper has successfully completed
training in their use. The Bailey and

L
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Trapping k

Hancock certificate must be carried when
using such traps. For further information
contact the Hunter Education Program at
(508) 389-7820.

TRAP TYPES
The only traps that may be used for the
taking of fur-bearing mammals are cage
or box type traps and common rat traps.
Hancock and Bailey traps may be used
only when the trapper has been trained
in their use, and may be used only for
taking beaver. A trapper using these
traps must possess a certificate of course
completion. Common rat traps may be
used for the taking of weasels only.
Steel-jaw foothold traps, padded jaw
traps, body-gripping (Conibear) traps
(see below), snares, deadfalls, and any
traps other than those specified above
are prohibited. Such traps may not be set,
tended, used, or possessed in the field.
There is a detailed procedure for
obtaining a special permit to use a body
gripping (Conibear) trap for certain types
of wildlife damage. Contact your local
DFW District Office for details.
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A Trapping

STAKING is not a recognized practice and
conveys no special trapping privileges.

STOLEN TRAPS: A trapper must report
the loss or theft of a trap in writing to
the Office of Law Enforcement within
48 hours of the loss or theft, or remain
responsible for its use. The report should
include the number and type of traps, the
date, time, place and circumstances of the
loss or theft. Such reports must be signed
under the pains and penalties of perjury.
Stolen traps should be reported to:

COASTAL LAW ENFORCEMENT:
Mass. Environmental Police
Office of Law Enforcement
Attn: Trap Loss

Bldg. #45, 349 Lincoln St.
Hingham, MA 02043

INLAND LAW ENFORCEMENT:
Mass. Environmental Police
Office of Law Enforcement
Attn: Trap Loss

183 Milk Street
Westborough, MA 01581

SALE OF PELTS

EXPORTING RAW FURS: When shipping raw
fur pelts by any carrier, the contents of
the package and the shipper’s hunting or
trapping license number must be listed
on the outside of the package.

The destruction or removal of any
identifying tag or label that is attached
to a container in which skins are shipped
is unlawful.

Pheto © Bill Byrne

All river otter and bobcat require CITES
tags to be lawfully exported for sale. Go
to a DFW District office for these tags.

RAW PELTS of coyote, wild fox, wild mink,
gray wolf, bobcat, lynx, fisher, marten,
river otter, or beaver may not be sold in
Massachusetts unless tagged by the state
or province of origin.

LAW ENFORCEMENT AND
REPORTING VIOLATIONS

If you are aware of illegal trapping activi-
ties, or suspect a violation of any wildlife
law, Environmental Police Officers can be
reached at (800) 632-8075 (toll free) or
(617) 727-6398.

VIOLATIONS AND PENALTIES: Trapping
licenses can be revoked for one year in
addition to other penalties and fines as
well as restitutions of up to $1000 and/
or six months in jail. Traps and other
equipment can be seized and forfeited to
the Commonwealth. In addition, Problem
Animal Control Licenses and/or Furbuyer
licenses can be revoked, plus fines and
penalties assessed, and additionally, fur
products can be seized and forfeited to
the Commonwealth.

TRAP REGISTRATION

All traps used on the land of another must
have a valid registration number embed-
ded or cut into the trap. The assigned num-
ber, including letter and figures, must be
at least '/s inches high and legible at all
times. The trap must also have attached a

metal tag bearing the owner’s name, town
and registration number. Once obtained,
your registration number is yours for life,
but must be renewed every two years. To
trap on another’s land, a trapper must
maintain a current certification of that
registration number. Registration numbers
are available from the Boston office of the
DFW. The initial fee for trap registration is
$5.00. Renewal fee is $5.00. Make check
payable to Comm. of MA—DFW.

PELT CHECKING/REPORTING

Coyote, fox, fisher, beaver, bobcat, river
otter, and mink must be checked within
4 working days of the end of their respec-
tive seasons. Furbearers/pelts must be
checked at an official check station or
may be checked online (except bobcat and
otter). For detailed information on Online
Game Check, visit the Game Check Station
page on www.mass.gov/dfw/checkstation;
visit the MassFishHunt System online at
www.mass.gov/massfishhunt to report
your harvest online. Once you are issued
a harvest confirmation number, write it
on a tag of your own making and attach

FURBEARER
CHECK STATIONS

Check stations are open
Monday-Friday (excluding
holidays). Call check stations
prior to bringing pelts in for
sealing. Some deer check
stations may also check coyotes.

The following are Division
furbearer check stations:
e Western District: Dalton (413) 684-1646

e Conn. Valley District:
Belchertown (413) 323-7632

e Central District:
West Boylston (508) 835-3607

e Northeast District: Ayer (978) 772-2145

e Southeast District:
Buzzards Bay (508) 759-3406

e Sunderland Hatchery:
Sunderland (413) 665-4680

e Bitzer Fish Hatchery:
Montague (413) 367-2477

¢ Field Headquarters:
Westborough (508) 389-6300



http://www.mass.gov/dfw/checkstation
http://www.mass.gov/massfishhunt

it to the pelt/carcass. Confirmation num-
bers must remain attached to all pelts/
carcasses for which they were specifically
issued until the pelt/carcass is prepared
for mounting by a taxidermist or the
pelt is sold or tanned. Bobcat and river
otter cannot be reported online. Take
all bobcat and river otter to an official
check station within 4 working days
of the end of the season. You will be
issued a plastic CITES seal for bobcat
and river otter.

FURBEARER CHECK STATIONS
Check stations are located at all Mass-
Wildlife District offices, and the Bitzer
and Sunderland State Fish Hatcheries
(Monday-Friday excluding holidays).
See list below. Coyotes may be reported/
checked online or at other locations; visit
our website at mass.gov/dfw/checkstation
or call the DFW Field Headquarters for
further information. Call check station
prior to bringing animals for sealing.

TRAPPING PROHIBITIONS—

ITISILLEGAL TO:

1 Trap before 6:00am on opening day
of any trapping season.

2 Possess or have under control a trap
on land of another in any place where
fur-bearing mammals might be found
between April 16 of any year and
6:00am on the following November 1.

3 Possess the green pelt of any fur-bear-
ing mammal or any part of such pelt
except during the open season for such
mammal and for ten days thereafter.

4 Possess or have under his control an
unregistered trap on land of another.

5 Possess or have under control the
registered trap of another, unless
he has entered into a trapping part-
nership through the Boston Office
as provided in M.G.L. c131 § 80 and
321 CMR 3.02(5)(e)14.

6 Trap on posted land of another with-
out the written permission of the
owner or tenant of such land.

7 Trap in a public way, cart road, path
or other way commonly used as a
passageway for human beings or
domestic animals.

8 Tear open, disturb, or destroy a musk-

rat lodge, beaver lodge or beaver dam,
except as provided in 321 CMR 2.08.

9

2016 Guide to Hunting, Fishing and Trapping

Use poison or trap with a trap designed
to take more than one mammal at a
time.

Trap on land with a Bailey or Hancock
beaver trap or other suitcase type cage
trap of similar design, except when set
upon a beaver dam or beaver lodge,
snag, stump, rock, or other above-water
protrusion entirely or substantially sur-
rounded by water, or, when the pan of
such trap is not completely submerged.

Trap with a Bailey or Hancock beaver
trap or other suitcase type cage trap
of similar design without having com-
pleted a training session and having
been issued a certificate of completion
as provided for in 321 CMR 3.02(5)
(€)2., or to fail to carry such certificate
on one’s person when using such traps.

Fail to visit all traps staked out, set,
used, tended, placed, or maintained,
and remove all animals trapped at least
once in each calendar day between the
hours of 4:00am and 10:00pm.

Destroy, mutilate, spring, or remove
the trap of another.

Take any fur-bearing mammal from
the trap of another unless he has on
his person a specific written authori-
zation to do so, signed by the owner
of such trap. The owner of traps may
give such authorization to any person
licensed to trap under M.G.L. c. 131 for
a period not to exceed one week from
the day the traps were last tended, pro-
vided that notice of the giving of such
authorization including the name and
trapping license number of the per-
son so authorized shall be given to the
regional Environmental Police Officer
and to the Director within 24 hours of
the giving of such authorization.

Set, use, place, locate, tend, or main-
tain a trap not bearing on a metal tag
the name, town of residence, and trap
registration number of the person or
persons using the same in a man-
ner as to be legible at all times. Said
registration number shall be perma-
nently embedded in or marked on the
traps with letters and figures not less
than /s inches high in such a manner
as to be legible at all times.

Trap fur-bearing mammals with any
trap other than a cage or box type
trap, or a common rat trap for weasels.

Trapping A

17 Possess any road-killed furbearers
during the closed season, or possess
road-killed furbearers during the
open season without a valid hunting
or trapping license as appropriate to
that species and season.

18 Alter, tamper with, or reapply a fur-
bearer tag or seal, or possess any
altered or resealed tag, or possess any
pelt bearing an altered or resealed
tag or seal.

PROBLEM ANIMAL

CONTROL AGENTS

Problem Animal Control (PAC) agents are
private individuals licensed by the Divi-
sion of Fisheries and Wildlife to assist
the public in situations involving sick
animals or animals causing property
damage. If you are experiencing wildlife
damage and wish to contract with a PAC
agent, a listing can be found on the DFW
website www.mass.gov/masswildlife.
Individuals interested in becoming a
PAC agent can obtain information on
the permitting process from this same
website, or call DFW Field Headquarters
at (508) 389-6300.

INCIDENTAL CATCH —
EMERGENCY PERMIT

Catch of any species other than beaver
or muskrat while trapping with a 10 day
emergency permit must be turned over
to the Division of Fisheries and Wildlife.

RABIES

Rabies in wild mammals
has been confirmed in all
counties in Massachusetts
except Dukes and
Nantucket. Wear rubber
gloves when skinning
furbearers. If you believe
you have been exposed

to a rabid animal, scrub the
area thoroughly with soap
and water and seek medical
advice immediately. If
possible, isolate and
preserve the dead animal
by refrigeration as soon as
possible. Contact your local
Board of Health.
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Mentoring:

Giving the Ultimate Outdoor Gift

The number of hunters in Massachusetts and nationwide
is declining. Although the reasons for this are complex, the
bottom line is, it takes one to make one.

In the past, people learned to fish or hunt from
their family or close friends, and access to land
and fishable waters was more readily available.
Today, a person who has an interest in these
outdoor pursuits may not have the family or
social network to help them get started. The
barriers faced by novice hunters can be espe-
cially daunting; and although entirely possible,
individuals rarely begin hunting without the
support and guidance of a hunting mentor.

Mentors play a critical role in encouraging
new hunters and anglers. That first hunt can
mark the beginning of a lifelong passion for
the outdoors and a commitment to wildlife
conservation. The first few awkward casts are
the first step on the road to a lasting love of the
water. Mentors make a difference, and not just
for youth: they are needed to guide budding
anglers and hunters of all ages.

Why Mentor?

In a survey, Massachusetts volunteer Hunter
Education instructors were asked why they
mentored. They offered four main answers:
1) to promote safe and ethical hunting, 2) to
pass down knowledge and traditions of hunting,
3) to pass along love of outdoor activities, and
4) a sense of personal responsibility. Indeed,
the sporting community has a long history of
promoting safe and ethical fishing and hunting.
Whatever your motivations, consider the fol-
lowing tips to make the most of your mentoring
activities.

Tips for Mentoring

Start by limiting your expectations. As an expe-
rienced hunter or angler, it is easy to take for
granted all the knowledge you have accumu-
lated over the years. You may be able to walk for

miles in rugged terrain with a full backpack all
day long or spend hours tending tip-ups while
ice fishing. Expecting a new angler or hunter
of any age to perform at that level can easily
discourage them from ever going again. Make
the initial outings short, interesting, enjoyable,
educational, and relaxed.

e Fish Safe. Teach beginning anglers the impor-
tance of wearing a personal flotation device
(PFD), to be cautious on boats, as well as the
proper use of fishing equipment such as hooks
and pliers. Review ice safety protocol when
venturing out during the winter months.

¢ Share Your Knowledge. Responsible anglers
teach good conservation practices, including
knowledge of regulations, proper fish han-
dling, and, if applicable, release techniques.

¢ Pass on Your Enthusiasm. Keep a positive
attitude even when fishing is slow. Look for
opportunities to educate beginners about
fish habitats, other aquatic life, or how the
weather can affect fishing. Help beginners
appreciate that fishing is about more than
just catching a fish.

o Offer Guidance and Encouragement. Begin-
ners can get discouraged. Explain that mis-
takes are part of the learning process and
that all good anglers have spent hours on
the water refining their skills.

¢ Hunt Safe. Teach, review, and model safe
hunting practices from trip preparation to
firearm safety, from boat safety to tree-stand
safety. Always wear hunter orange when ap-
propriate and required. When hunting with
a novice, consider carrying one firearm be-
tween the two of you. This is safer and as-
sures that you will focus attention on the
novice hunter.

e Hunt Smart. Include new hunters in the
scouting process and make sure they are
comfortable with their hunting implement.
Match the gun or bow to the novice hunter’s
size and skill level. Discuss the importance of
properly identifying the target — and what
lies beyond it — before pulling the trigger
or releasing a bow string. Review all hunting
laws and regulations.

¢ GetReady. Be sure the new hunter is dressed
for comfort in warm or cold weather and
be certain they have packed all necessary
equipment. Build excitement by involving
new hunters in hunt planning, taking them
to sight in firearms, to target practice, or to
select equipment.

¢ Passon Your Enthusiasm for the Hunt. Don’t
focus on harvesting an animal; instead, stress
the enjoyment of the hunt. Slow down and
spend time explaining and sharing, rather
than expecting.

Have Fun and Go Often!

Sharing your love for hunting or fishing is a re-
warding experience. The more time you spend
afield or on the water with a beginner, the more
solid their skills will become, the more confident
they will feel, and you will both have more fun.

Indirect Mentoring
Spending time in the field with a novice hunter
or angler isn’t the only option; small gestures
can make a bigimpact. A few indirect mentoring
opportunities include:

¢ Tell some of your favorite hunting or fishing
stories

¢ Invite your beginner to share a wild-game
or fish dinner.

e Give a hunting- or outdoor-magazine
subscription.

e Take someone on a pre-hunting-season
scouting or shooting trip.

¢ Introduce someone to the outdoors through
a simple nature walk in the woods.

e Teach some basic outdoor or woodsman-
ship skills.

Help MassWildlife

Pass on the Tradition

Our outdoor skills programs (page 47) are
in need of dedicated volunteer instructors
and mentors. Call 508-389-6300 for more
information.




LEARN TO HUNT PROGRAMS

Hunters with little or no experience can
learn skills and techniques used to hunt
different game animals. Courses are
geared toward recent Basic Hunter Edu-
cation graduates and include classroom
learning and outdoor skills exercises.
Taught by volunteers, the courses utilize
the experience and knowledge of sea-
soned sportsmen and -women. Courses
range from one-day condensed classes
to three-day, in-depth courses. To learn
more, to be notified about upcoming
courses, or to volunteer as an instructor,
visit mass.gov/dfw/learn-to-hunt.

EXPLORE BOWHUNTING

This program is designed to help instruc-
tors, program leaders, and educators teach
outdoor skills associated with bowhunting,.
Through hands-on experiences, students
gain confidence interacting with nature.
The program aims to spark an interest
and passion for the outdoors, wildlife, and
bowhunting. Interested instructors can
receive training and certification in the
Program through MassWildlife and can
borrow all program materials including a
module-based curriculum book. For more
information, call (508) 389-6305.

ANGLER EDUCATION PROGRAM
The Angler Education Program teaches
people of all ages about fish and their
environment. The program focuses on
freshwater fishing skills, safety tech-
niques, outdoor ethics, and aquatic ecol-
ogy through workshops and family fish-
ing festivals. For more information, call
(508) 389-6309.

BECOMING AN
OUTDOORS-WOMAN

Designed primarily for adult women, BOW
is an opportunity to learn new skills. Past
workshops have included basic fishing,
beginning shotgun, kayaking, map and
compass, wildlife tracking, archery,
nature photography, fly tying, game cook-
ing, and edible plants. Workshop notices
are posted at mass.gov/dfw/bow. For more
information, call (508) 389-6300.

Outdoor Skills Programs

Want to develop your Outdoor Skills?
MassWildlife has a program for you!

HUNTER EDUCATION PROGRAM
Provides courses in the safe handling
of firearms, and other outdoor activi-
ties related to hunting and firearm use.
Designed for novices, courses in Basic
Hunter Education, Bowhunter Education,
Trapper Education, and others are offered
statewide throughout the year. Certificates
in certain courses satisfy hunting license
requirements for Massachusetts as well as
other states and Canadian provinces. For
more information, call (508) 389-7820.

MASSACHUSETTS JUNIOR
CONSERVATION CAMP

This two-week residential program, held
in August for boys and girls ages 13-17,
provides a solid grounding in outdoor
skills. Participants learn about fisher-
ies, wildlife, forestry, and camping, and
become proficient in the use of shotgun,
rifle, archery equipment, map and com-
pass, and more. Participants complete
Basic Hunter Education and Boat Safety
programs. For more information, call
(508) 389-6300, or go to juniorconser-
vationcamp.org.

YOUTH PHEASANT AND

TURKEY HUNT

Designed for Hunter Education graduates
12-17 years of age, these programs are
supported by the Division and are con-
ducted by sporting clubs across the state.
This program includes instruction on
firearms safety in the field, hunting eth-
ics, regulations, and game preparation,
as well as supervised shooting practice.
The program culminates in a supervised

hunt under the guidance of an experi-
enced adult hunter. The youth pheasant
hunts are conducted on one of the six
Saturdays prior to the start of the regular
pheasant season. The youth turkey hunt,
developed through a partnership with the
National Wild Turkey Federation, allows
for a mentored hunt. After completion of
a pre-hunt workshop, a special permit is
issued that allows for a mentored hunt on
the Saturday prior to the last Monday in
April. This permit remains valid for the
regular spring turkey season following
the youth hunt date. All past participants
MUST complete and mail in the past par-
ticipant application which can be found
at mass.gov/dfw/pastparticipantapp. To
find a participating sporting club check
the DFW website at mass.gov/dfw/yaph or
mass.gov/dfw/yath, or call (508) 389-6305.

THE MASSACHUSETTS

OUTDOOR EXPOSITION

“The Big MOE” is an annual, free, one-
day event designed for children and
adults to sample a variety of outdoor
sports including various shooting and
fishing sports, archery, game calling,
mountain biking, kayaking, bird house
building, rock climbing, and geocach-
ing. Produced by the nonprofit F.A.W.N.
Society in cooperation with MassWildlife
and many sportsmen’s and conserva-
tion organizations, the Big MOE also fea-
tures hands-on instruction and displays
relating to forestry, trapping, tree stand
safety, pioneer encampments, tomahawk
throwing, wildlife conservation, animal
tracking, taxidermy, farm animals, arts
and crafts, beekeeping, and more. The
Big MOE is held in Sturbridge on a Sun-
day in late September. For more informa-
tion visit FawnsExpo.com.
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MassWildlife Publication Order Form

PRINTED MATERIALS

BioMap 2 Report (2010)*

Birds of Massachusetts: A Check-list*

Critters of Massachusetts (2001)

Field Guide to Animals of Vernal Pools (2009)

Field Guide to MA Dragonflies & Damselflies (2007)
Field Guide to MA Amphibians (2013)

Field Guide to MA Reptiles (2009)

Guide to Invasive Plants in MA (2008)
Massachusetts Homeowner's Guide to Bats (2009)*

Massachusetts Natural Heritage Atlas 13th Edition,
Individual Town Map (2008)

Massachusetts Snake Guide*
Massachusetts Wildlife Magazine (4 issues)
Massachusetts Wildlife Magazine (8 issues)
The Wild Turkey in Massachusetts (2009)

CDS. DVDS

An Introduction to the Threatened Turtles of
Massachusetts: Why They Need our Help (DVD-2007)

Massachusetts Natural Heritage Atlas 13th Edition
(CD- 2008)

Vascular Plants of Massachusetts: A County
Checklist, First Revision (CD- 2011)

POSTERS

BioMap 2 Poster (2010)*

Turtles of Massachusetts (2007)*

Vernal Pool Life: A Race Against Dryness*

The Wild Turke

PRICE QUANTITY
$2.50
$2.50
$5.00
$12.00
$20.00
$3.00
$3.00
$5.00
$2.50

$25.00

$2.00
$6.00
$10.00
$5.00
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$5.00

$2.50
$2.50
$2.50
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NOTE: Some items are available at a discount if
purchased in bulk or if you are an educator. Items
denoted with an * are free of charge if picked up at

a MassWildlife office. Please call (508) 389-6300 to
ensure availability and for special bulk/educator pricing.
Allow 7-10 days for delivery.

SHIPPING ADDRESS
Name:

Address:

City:
State:

Zip Code:

Phone Number:

We can only accept checks at this time. Please make
checks payable to: Comm. of MA - DFW.

Mail this order form and payment to:

Publications

MA Division of Fisheries and Wildlife
1 Rabbit Hill Road

Westborough, MA 01581




ARCHERY IN THE SCHOOLS

The National Archery in the Schools Pro-
gram in Massachusetts is an archery pro-
gram developed for educators to provide
students in grades 4-12 with an expo-
sure to a fun, alternative sport that can
be enjoyed by people of all ages and
abilities. Taught primarily by physical
education teachers, the program also
includes social studies, mathematics, and
physics. This program is a partnership
between the DFW, National Archery in
the Schools, the Archery Trade Associa-
tion, and local sporting groups. Training
is provided by the DFW to educators.
Schools may borrow archery kits for
two weeks free of charge. Funding may
be available for schools to buy a kit of
their own. For more information, call
(508) 389-6305.

PROJECT WILD IN

MASSACHUSETTS

A national program of wildlife education
workshops designed for educators of a
wide range of ages, from pre-school to
high school. Hours spent may be used
toward professional development or other
continuing education credit. Co-spon-
sored by the Massachusetts Wildlife Fed-
eration. For information on attending or
hosting a workshop, call (508) 389-6310.

e Growing Up WILD: Exploring Nature
With Children (Ages 3-7 Years). This
workshop is designed for early child-
hood educators with activities that
build on children’s sense of wonder
about nature and invites them to
explore wildlife and the world around
them. Educators experience a wide

Educator's Corner

range of activities that provide a foun-
dation for developing a child’s positive
impression about nature.

e Project WILD and Aquatic WILD work-
shops are interdisciplinary, hands-on
learning opportunities for educators
of K-12 level students focusing on ter-
restrial and aquatic wildlife and eco-
systems. The curriculums encourage
problem-solving and decision-making
skills concerning the environment.
Scout leaders, youth group leaders,
homeschoolers, and both formal and
non-formal educators find the materi-
als and workshop valuable.

e Flying WILD is a whole-school approach
to environmental education using birds
as the focus. Targeted for the middle-
school level audience, though widely
adaptable, Flying WILD offers practi-
cal, hands-on classroom and outdoor
field-investigation experiences con-
necting real-world experiences in bird
biology, conservation, and natural his-
tory. Project-based classroom applica-
tions, service learning, and community
involvement are encouraged.

NORTH AMERICAN
CONSERVATION EDUCATION
STRATEGY RESOURCES

(CE STRATEGY)

An array of tools and resources developed
by state fish and wildlife agencies sup-
port conservation educators who offer fish
and wildlife-based programs that guide
students in grades K-12 on their way to
becoming involved, responsible, conser-
vation minded citizens. The CE Strategy
delivers unified, research-based Core
Concepts and messages about fish and

wildlife conservation, translated into K-12
academic standards to shape students’
environmental literacy, stewardship, and
outdoor skills. Resources included in the
tool kit include: landscape investigation,
schoolyard biodiversity, field investiga-
tion, fostering outdoor observation skills,
applying systems thinking, and much
more. Download these free resources at
fishwildlife.org; click on Focus Areas, then
Conservation Education.

ANGLER EDUCATION PROGRAM
The Angler Education Program teaches
people of all ages, especially children,
about fish and their environment. The pro-
gram focuses on freshwater fishing skills,
basic safety techniques, outdoor ethics,
and aquatic ecology through workshop
sessions and family fishing festivals. For
more information, call (508) 389-6309.

JUNIOR DUCK STAMP

The Junior Duck Stamp Conservation and Design Program,; Connecting Children with
Nature Through Science and Artis a dynamic arts and science curriculum for educators

designed to teach wetland habitat and waterfowl conservation to students in K-12.
Using scientific and wildlife observation principles, the program helps students to
visually communicate what they have learned by creating an entry to the state's JDS
contest. Guidelines & curriculum for students, educators, homeschool, and non-
formal groups designed to spark youth interest in habitat conservation through

science, art, math, and technology can be downloaded at www.fws.gov/juniorduck.

Co-sponsored by the USFWS and the Massachusetts Wildlife Federation. For more
information, go to mass.gov/dfw/jds or call (508) 389-6310.

The acrylic
painting of a
drake mallard by
Claire Schaffer
was selected as
Best of Show in
the 2015 Junior
Duck Stamp
Program.

Photo © Bill Byrne
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HUNTING DOGS & KENNELS

Kartel Brittanys, Inc.
AKC Brittany Puppies!
Hunting & Family Pets

Reserve Now!
207.345.3258

207.345.1160 V¢

Karen Thorne #F434 i1
Friend us on Facebook m
www.BrittanyDog.com

“From Our Home, To Yours, With Love”

RETAILERS

%’ Trader John’s John Corliss, Proprietor
- G U N s (603) 239-4032
et Rte. 10, Winchester, NH 03470

Largest Inventory of New & Used Guns
in the Greater Keene Area!

@BERETTA ARE

W
Smith&Wesson

North Shore
D

Lrearnd
Michael Sheppard -
(978) 777-5151 ~ BROWNING i
Email: nsfirearms@comcast.net
www.northshorefirearms.com
251 South Main Street (Route 114) Middleton, MA 01949

Morse Sporting Goods
g Archery Pro Shop = Hunting/Fishing Supplies
New/Used Guns/Ammo
3D Course = Clothing/Boots
85 Contoocook Falls Road = Hillsboro, NH 03244
603-464-3444
9-6 Monday-Saturday = 9-noon Sunday

www.morsesportinggoods.com

BOWHUNTER ASSOCIATION

Learn what the MBA has
done and is doing for you!
SINCE 1977

Every Member Counts
Join Today Online! 1-800-BOWHUNT

COUPON

B " Em Em = Em
Present this coupon foy ot valid oniine, on gif

cards, non-merchandise
items, licenses, previous I
purchases or special orders.
Excludes UGG,
I Carhartt, Patagonia, I
i The North Face, Dansko,
Merrell, Sage, Shimano,
I your m-store purchase  G.Loomis, Avet Reels.
of $150 ox more! Cannotbe combined with
any other offer. No copies.
| Vlaidthrough One per customer.
December 31,2016 Not redeemable for cash =
Rte 1 Kittery, ME + 888-587-6246 * kip.com
HE BN BN B B
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HUNTING PRODUCTS

Camo Coating Specialists
Since 2006

07 FFL Holder

Over 80 Camo Patterns to choose from!
Plus Woodgrains, [Jlusians, Carbon Fibers, etc.

-Firems
-Archery

Automotive
-Fishing

.. [

1-877-780-CAMG

-Sporting goods

;uu.lcrthumﬂxdnhint com

GAME PROCESSING
TVEDIR M0 S

mm TECHNOLOGY  BRAND OF U.S.A. I
BEST CHOICE
s’fﬁ_'im .~ Among Brand Name |
Meat Grinders
-
Every =" Call or Visit
Meat Grinder =  our Website Today!
Is NSF Approved!

www.thunderbirdfm.com
Email: tbfm@tbfm.com

-

| ize #22
ﬁ- Tl Heay ouy! N =1.5HP |
sy Bone/Band 21
" ! Saw ‘\-

= 1

THUHDER!]'RD FOOD lmlcnmsn‘r INC.
4602 Brass Way, Dallas, TX 75236

214-331-3000 (8 lines); 866-7-MIXERS
866-875-6868; 866-451-1668
FAX: 214-331-3581; 972-274-5053

BN

TAXIDERMY

LIMITETD

New England’s Finest
Taxidermy Studio

North American Champion
Pete Lajoie u

802.492.3671 - GameheadsVT.com

5601 Upper Cold River Rd - Shrewsbury, VT - 05738

LaBLUE’S
TAXIDERMY

+ Largest
in the Area

» Specializing
in Deerheads

.

Over 40 Years Experience

smm——————

Rlck and Phyllls LaBlue // 413.743.5668
121 Alger Street // Adams, MA 01220
LaBluesTaxidermy.com

LAND FOR SALE

Award-Winning |
Taxidermy

802.289.3304 ¢ boukerstaxidermy.com

Foreclosed Land
Deeply Discounted

Recreational and Residential land located in

FL, NC, TX, AR, NY, PA, WA, AZ, NV

888-758-5687 - www.dfcland.com

QQJ Bald Peak Mountain
o TAXIDERMY

Specializing in Quality Deer & Fish
' Skin & Reproduction Mounts « Antler Repairs

85 Reimers Rd - Monson, MA - 01057

John Candage - 413.267.0284 - Cell 203.410.9174

CHARITY

Make Hunting & Fishing
Dreams Come True!

f\f A LI'-
Hunt of a Lifetimeis a a0
nonprofit organization 9
that grants hunting and
fishing dreams to children,
age 21 and under, who
have been diagnosed with
life threatening illnesses.

If you are interested in helping a child live their
dream, please contact us for more information.

Toll Free 866.345.4455 Huntofalifetime.org
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BATTENKILL LODGE
SHUSHAN, NY

a*\n ALY s S
J<€ WASHINGTON Co.
e e

(1/2 HOUR EAST OF ALBANY)

+ 1,100 ACRES MANAGED
FOR GROUSE AND DEER

+ ENCLOSED BLINDS - RIFLE
& Bow

+ DEER BLINDS OVER FOOD
PLOTS

+ COMFORTABLE PRIVATE
SUITES

+ AFFORDABLE RATES

( WWW.BATTENKILLLODGE.COM )

CAPTAIN BOB STORC,
BUSINESS OFFICE
22 VILLAGE SQUARE
GLEN COVE, NY 11542
516-671-7690 (ANYTIME)
\ 518-854-9840 (MAY-DEC) J

~

Deerfield Plantation

South Carolina

3dayhunt - $1350
Whitetail ¢ Quail
Wild Boar ¢ Wild Turkey
Meals & Lodging included!
1-800-417-HUNT (4868)
Deerfield Plantation

709 Gum Branch Road
St. George, SC 29477

deerfieldplantation@yahoo.com
www.deerfieldplantation.net

Alabama’s #1
Hunting llestmatlon

334-474-3600
MasterRackLodge.com

9,000 Acres
Private Lodging
2 Bucks & 2 Does/trip

51495 $1895 3 days
Family Discounts
High Opportunity Rate

HUNTING LAND FOR LEASE

Hull 7

forest products

Private hunting land
for lease in MA.
www.hullforest.com

OUT-OF-STATE

“We have hundreds of acres
"% of the best hunting area in the east”

PATEY AND SONS LTD.

Newfoundland, Canada

Big Game Outfitters

for moose, caribou
and black bear in
Newfoundland’s

Northern Peninsula

(709) 225-3221

www.PateyOutfitting.com

" (570)835-5341
www.T:ogaBoarHuntmg com

$500 per night.
No limits, no
trophy fees. We
supply ammo,
¢ optics and
weapons. You
i bring a cooler,
& i > flashlight and
229-669-9748 camera!
P.0. BOX 1056 .
LEESBURG, GA We equip you

Night Vision Sales & Consulting With state-
of-the-art

handheld
thermal optics
to locate hogs
and AR-15’s
with thermal
scopes mounted
to harvest them
with. It doesn’t
get any better
than that!!

www.HogSwat.com:

LAND MANAGEMENT

ABILITY

DURABILITY. RELIABILITY. AFFORDABILITY.

SINCE 1957, GRANBERG INTERNATIONAL HAS BEEN
PRODUCING THE HIGHEST QUALITY CHAINSAW
MILLS AND ACCESSORIES AVAILABLE ANYWHERE.
OUR AMERICAN-MADE PRODUCTS GIVE YOU THE
CAPABILITY AND ACCURACY OF A PROFESSIONAL-GRADE
SAW MILL AT A PRICE THAT WON'T BREAK THE BANK.

. OR VISIT WWW.GRANBERG.COM

1-800-233-6499 |
F%‘!‘REE CATALOG |

Deer Love Sugarbeets!
Sugarbeets are a hardy vegetable
that make a great addition to any
wildlife plot.

wod*

BuckLunc

If you want to attract more deer to your food plot,
call 1-888-331-8997 Ext. 101
or visit www.bucklunch.com
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The mission of the Land Protection Program, a
joint effort of the Department of Fish and Game
(DFG) and the Division of Fisheries and Wildlife
(DFW), is to protect the ecological integrity of
the Commonwealth and to provide wildlife-
related recreational opportunities to the public.
Each year the Land Protection Program seeks to
expand existing wildlife lands, enhance public
access to lands and waters open to sporting
activity, and protect key habitats. Most of the
funding for land acquisition is from bond capital,
with the remaining portion provided by the
Wildlands Stamp Fund, a $5 fee added to each

hunting, fishing, and trapping license sale.

in FY15

Fiscal Year 2015 was another excellent year
for land protection in Massachusetts, with land
agents completing 44 projects conserving 2,570
acres of valuable wildlife habitat at a cost of
$6.7 million. The majority of lands and ease-
ments were purchased, although over 160 acres
were donated to the Commonwealth.

Wildlife Management Areas (WMA) and Wild-
life Conservation Easements (WCE) are open to
fishing, hunting, trapping, wildlife observation,
boating, hiking, and other passive wildlife-relat-
ed recreation. These wildlife lands, found from
the Berkshires to the Cape and Islands, include
river corridors, wetlands, forested and grassy

WESTERN | VALLEY | CENTRAL | NORTHEAST | SOUTHEAST | TOTAL

WMA 45,189 19,154 36,002 13,470 42,412 156,227

WCE 16,327 7,929 9,116 2,129 10,528 46,029
Access 32 357 1,046 234 54 1,723
Sanctuary 435 0 368 552 73 1,428
WCR 69 0 346 127 38 580
Installation 2 512 0 108 14 736
Other 0 143 0 372 0 515

TOTAL 62,054 28,095 46,878 16,992 53,219 207,238

WMA (Wildlife Management Area) — Land owned outright by DFG/DFW. Open to the public for hunting,
fishing, trapping and other passive recreation. Subject to Wildlife Management Regulations.

WOCE (Wildlife Conservation Easement) — DFG/DFW owns development and recreation rights. Open to the
public for hunting, fishing, trapping and other passive recreation.

Access Areas — Property providing public recreation access to water bodies or adjacent conservation lands
owned by a third party. (Does not include Office of Fishing and Boating Access boat launches/ramps or

fishing piers).

Wildlife Sanctuary — Wildlife properties donated to DFW and governed by statute and regulation, fishing,
hunting, and trapping are prohibited; other public recreation access is permitted.

WOCR (Wildlife Conservation Restriction) — DFG or DFW owns development rights, but public access is not
allowed. These lands buffer wildlife habitat by preventing unwanted development.

www.mass.gov/masswildlife

uplands, habitat for state-listed endangered and
threatened species, and high quality parcels of
other important habitat types.

In the Western District, six acquisitions were
completed in FY15 protecting a total of 551
acres at a cost of $1,072,000. Two key projects
stand out, one based on its large acreage, the
other due to the formation of an important
partnership. The first involved a 291-acre ad-
dition to the Swift River WMA in Goshen and
Cummington that added over 3,600 feet of cold-
water frontage. The second involved working
closely with the Franklin Land Trust and Trout
Unlimited resulting in an 82-acre conservation
restriction in Heath, now designated North Riv-
er West Branch WCE, which guarantees public
fishing access to an important stretch of front-
age along the West Branch of the North River.

Ten projects were concluded in the Con-
necticut Valley District protecting 527 acres at
a cost of $770,030. Three important projects
deserve mention here: a 70-acre addition to
the northern flank of Montague Plains WMA,
the purchase of a 50-acre inholding within the
Brushy Mountain area in Shutesbury; and the
conservation of a long-sought 110-acre inhold-
ing within Satan’s Kingdom WMA in Northfield.

Central District staff secured nine acquisitions
protecting over 200 acres at a cost of $320,800,
three of which are notable. In Templeton, land
staff assembled three significant and adjacent
properties (52,24, and 19 acres) as an addition to
Stone Bridge WMA. In Barre, staff worked closely
with alandowner to conduct a timber harvest de-
signed to create young forest (early successional)
habitat as a part of a 16-acre addition to Moose
Brook WMA. And in Brookfield and Sturbridge,
the agency partnered with The Trust for Public
Landinacquiring 25 acres of land adding to Wolf
Swamp WMA as a part of a larger project protect-
ing 320 acres known as Plimton Forest.

In the Northeast District, land staff complet-
ed 15 projects conserving 631 acres of land at
a cost of $1,417,800. Of particular note in the
Northeast were two impressive property col-
lections, both of which resulted in substantial
additions to existing WMAs. In Dunstable and
Pepperell, two parcels were acquired compris-
ing 135 acres for addition to the Unkety Brook
WMA in Shirley. In Ashburnham, three abutting
acquisitions (67, 27, and 2 acres) added impor-
tant protection to the Ashby WMA along the
South Branch of the Souhegan River.

Four large land conservation projects were
executed in the Southeast District involving a
total of 748 acres at a cost of $3,147,760. Of par-
ticular significance was the addition of almost
400 acres to the resource-rich Maple Springs
WMA in Wareham. Substantial acreage was also
added to the Southeast Pine Barrens WMA in
Plymouth, which protects an incredible array
of rare and endangered animals and plants.

The 2,570 acres conserved across the Com-
monwealth in FY15 bring the total acreage to
over 207,000 acres, which is almost 324 square
miles of permanently protected wildlife habitat.
These lands were conserved with your help and
are for your enjoyment. Start planning your
next outdoor adventure - visit MassWildlife.com
to view maps of wildlife lands.

MA Division of Fisheries & Wildlife
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CROCODILE BAY RESORT
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1.800.733.1115
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Crocodile Bay Resort USA Office 1250 North McDowell, Petaluma, CA 94954
USA 1.800.733.1115 - local (707) 559 - 7990 fax (707) 559 - 7997
visit us online at www.crocodilebay.com  CST# 2049694-10
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SAVINGS NO
MATTER YOUR RIDE.

GET A FREE INSURANCE QUQOTE TODAY. GEICO.COM
LOCAL OFFICE

Some discounts, coverages, payment plans and features are not available in all states or all GEICO companies. Motorcycle coverage is underwritten by GEICO Indemnity Company. Boat and PWC coverages are written through Seaworthy
Insurance Company, a Berkshire Hathaway affi liate, and through other non-affi liated insurance companies, and are secured through the GEICO Insurance Agency. GEICO is a registered service mark of Government Employees Insurance

Company, Washingt;m. D.C. 20076; a Berkshire Hathaway Inc. subsidiary. GEICO Gecko image © 1999-2016. © 2016 GEICO
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